with little papers caught in it!
During Lent those worshiping
with us have written their
prayer requests, their burdens
and their praises on these
papers. The papers have been
pinned to the net…... caught…
in the net of prayer.
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Special points of interest:


The Lenten Journey



Mark Shelton Concert



Movie Review
The Shack



Progressive Dinner



Promise Community
Grant



UCC Conference



Relay for Life—UCN
Team



Summer Camps

Office Hours &
Staffing
Valerie normal office
hours from 9-12 Mon,
Tues, Thurs., and Fri.
with additional hours
before or after
dependent on
scheduling requests.
802-334-6033 office
802-324-0659 cell

Greetings—

their first inquisitive sprouts, and
will happen no matter if the
Winter has been tenaciously
before winter was hard or easy.
holding on this year. When we
The lean times of Lent come not
began the Lenten season more
to test us but to frame the
than a month ago it seemed like constant reflection we do on
we were well on our way to
ourselves and our lives. We all
flowers and grass, but several late have opportunities for growth
season storms have brought cold, and ways to open in our faith and
windy conditions and put us
our community. Easter returns
decisively back into winter.
each year to offer an embrace and
Vermont has a wonderful and
congratulation for everything we
particular way of reminding us to have accomplished and to
focus on the journey over the
encourage us in a whole new year
destination.
of life, love, and discipleship.
And thank God for that.
We are an Easter people, and
every year we walk together
Blessings in this season of
through this time of preparation renewal.
headed for that glorious morning
of rebirth and resurgence. Easter ~James
comes every year, whether sunny
Ashes To—Go
and warm or cold and blustery, it
comes the same. In good years or Ash Wednesday, March 1 was an
unusually warm day with some
in bad, whether by a difficult
path or an easy one in our lives, it light rain showers in the morning
and evening. This made
comes to all and for all. Christ
returns to Jerusalem every year to conditions much easier for a
tradition which has been gaining
face his ordeal and to return in
glory to remind us that whoever in popularity in Christian
we are, wherever we've been, and Community. A shes To Go:
whether or not we deserve it: we offering the forehead mark and
are redeemed and saved by him blessing traditional of the day
outside of a worship service
and in him.
context and out in the
Some of the most tenacious of
community. While the morning
plants are already sending up

a message for penitence and
healing.
The ashes and blessings were
offered to many, but also in the
many smiles and waves by
passing drivers (even those
who didn't stop) it was an
opportunity for witness to
elements of our faith which
belong in the public eye. In
addition many thought
provoking discussion and
engagement opportunities
Episcopal and Evangelical
and evening sessions were
leaders stopped by and made
slower the sun came out during the event one of ecumenical
the middle of the day and gave development to strengthen the
the chance for showing the
bonds we share with our
most prominent sign of our
brothers and sisters in Christ,
journey to Easter to everyone
across the region.
passing by. James offered
ashes on Main Street in front of
the municipal building. Ashes
A Fish Net!
were either applied to the
forehead or to a piece of
There is a fishnet over the cross
sackcloth inside a small card,
in the front of our sanctuary
but always with a blessing and

Lent Visits
A BIG Thank Y ou to our
visitation team! During Lent a
group of 4 to 8 of us joined in
pairs of two and set out to visit.
We were welcomed into your
homes and enjoyed visiting
with you! Thank you to all
who welcomed us into your
homes! We so enjoyed your
hospitality and fellowship and
the opportunity to hear your
stories.
After our visits we returned to
the church for soup, bread,

cookies and more fellowship.
Our hearts were warmed by
those we visited.

we had won the grant and
would be joining nine other
Vermont towns receiving more
than $100,000 to support
James and I continue to make
kindergarten readiness in
visiting an important part of our Newport City (Troy was also
ministry. We look forward to
chosen in an earlier group.)
visiting with you.
James was also asked to be on
the steering committee for the
~James & Janet
grant and work has begun in
earnest to dream up and design
Celebration of Life a program to best serve the
It is with sad news that we
young children of Newport, and
announce the passing of a
to satisfy the extensive
longtime member of UCN, Sid conditions going along with
Toll, on March 24th. He was a this federal grant. UCN has a
Newport community member
tremendous amount to offer this
for 43 years working at the
effort especially when it comes
North Country Hospital for 30 to a large, centrally located
years where he retired in 2002. gathering space for the
Sid’s daughter Joy served as a educational and feedback
pastor here at UCN for several gathering which the process
years.
entails. There is also some
A celebration of his life will be thought that UCN could once
held on April 21st at 1pm at the again host a preschool/daycare
to serve the downtown
United Church of Newport.
community right in the middle
Promise Community of town.
Earlier in the spring UCN was The state is hosting a large
contacted by the Newport
gathering of the grant recipients
branch of the Department of
April 11-12, which
Health about signing on to an
unfortunately is the Tuesday
application they were putting
and Wednesday of Holy Week,
together for a major federal
and will bring people from
education grant. After a few
across the state to share and
conversations James wrote a
develop ideas as the grant
letter of support as did a
process continues. We need to
number of other community
design our program in a tight
leaders, parents, and
deadline as the funds will be
professionals (including the
distributed at the end of 2017,
church's neighbors at the
and, God willing, we'll be able
Journey to Recovery Center).
to make a major contribution to
We learned in early March that

the well-being and upbringing seminary as James. She is a
of the youngest members of the dynamic and remarkable
Newport community.
preacher and there are many
interesting worships being
More information will follow
offered over the two days.
as the program develops.
Oversight and support of
The food and fellowship are
UCN's role in the Promise
also very good and there is no
Community has been given to individual cost to attend.
the Christian Education
Anyone interested in learning
Committee and the meeting of more can be in touch with
Wednesday April 19th will be James or Janet.
given over completely to
The Annual New
discussing the status and
England Conference of
prospects of the program. All
church and community
members are welcome to attend
this meeting.

for “the house you build out of
your own pain”, as Young
explained in a telephone
interview. A
movie adaptation
of The Shack,
directed by Stuart
Hazeldine was
released on March
3, 2017.
I have heard some controversy
over this book and the movie,
mostly around theology and the
author’s unorthodox depiction
of the Trinity. For me, to get
hung up on ones’ own
theological views misses the
point of the movie. It’s a novel
and it’s a movie, so don’t
UCC & UMC
judge, just enjoy. It is Young’s
imagination of “Mack’s” much
CONFERENCES
needed encounter with his Lord
and Savior! However, when
reading the book and watching
the movie I was reminded how
our loving Heavenly Father
reaches out to us wherever we
are and speaks to us in
UCC Annual Meeting the UMC is scheduled for
whatever way we need, to see
The Vermont UCC annual
June 15-17 in Manchester, New and experience His grace.
meeting is coming right up
Hampshire at the Radisson
Friday April 29 and Saturday
Hotel, downtown. If you
The burden of our pain is too
April 30. It's held in Fairlee,
would like more information
great to carry on our own.
VT (about an hour south) and
about the conference and are
Christ promises to carry our
James will be attending and
considering joining James
burdens with us. During this
driving both days. You don't
please contact Valerie in the
season of Lent Christ reminds
need to attend both days and
office.
us that he suffered for us. He
arrangements could be made to
spent time in Gethsemane. He
drop off anyone who wanted to
hung on the cross and died for
The Shack
go to Spring Ring.
the forgiveness of our sins. If
The keynote speaker this year is The Shack is a novel by
we get stuck in the shack that is
Canadian author William P,
Rev. Emily Heath, who
“the house we build out of our
Young published in 2007. The own pain” and never open the
attended the same California
title of the book is a metaphor

door for Christ to come in, we
shut out the light and collapse
under the weight of our pain.
Christ did not stay in
Gethsemane, He did not stay on
the cross and He did not stay in
the tomb. He opened the door,
rolled the stone away and He
lives!
“Here I am! I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will
come in and eat with him, and
he with me.” Revelations 3:20
Our God is an awesome God!

The Christian
Education
UMBRELLA

SUNDAY SCHOOL It does seem that we have no
Sunday School. However we
continue to send out SS
material to the families with
young children each month.
Two families have given
feedback that their children do
enjoy the material and the
parents appreciate our efforts.
We would love to hear more
feed back.
The team has also been keeping
in touch with our college
students by way of ‘care
packages.’ We have three
young people in college at this
time; Andrew Franklin, Hannah
Chitambar, and Meredith Beals.

If you would like to help with
this project please check with
Valerie. She will be glad to
provide addresses. ‘Thinking
of you’ cards, $5 gift cards to
Dunkin Donuts or McDonalds
are always a nice surprise.

ADVENT Preparation
Party, it seems early to be

thinking about it I know.
However for 2017 we have
options: Do we have it on the
Sunday of Thanksgiving
weekend or the following
Sunday which is the first
Sunday of Advent? Which date
would you most likely attend?
Slip us a note, give a call, leave
a message. Speak to any of the
ChrisEd Team or James.

church. Both cards and cookies
were decorated. On Feb 14th
they were distributed to our
family members who live alone
or in nursing and rehab centers
like Bel-Aire and Derby Green.
The cookies and valentines will
were warmly welcomed and
greatly appreciated. Thank you
goes out to all who took part in
creating little
moments of joy to
their recipients.

Handbell
Choir

Handbell practice is held on
Sundays following worship
service. Join us, we welcome
all new members with zero to
expert experience. Currently
Wednesday April 19th we are practicing our Spring
Ring pieces, April 29th, which
Our next Christian Education
we hope to ring for you at a
Meeting will focus on the
Promise Community Grant that future date.
was mentioned earlier in this
newsletter. WE INVITE
EVERYONE to come hear
BUILDING &
more about this opportunity
GROUNDS
that the UCN has in assisting
COMMITTEE
our community to improve the
lives of the children and
families right here surrounding Spring Clean Up is Just
our “UCN family
Around the Corner!! Mark
home.” Wed,
your
April 19th at 6:30.
calendars for
our annual
The ChrisEd
spring clean
Event: “Valentines for our up here at the
Sweethearts” were made on
church. Tentative date is
Sunday, February 12 th after

Saturday, May 13th. Starting at
8:00, but you can come any
time during the morning.
Picnic lunch to follow a
morning of fun clean up!
The B&G committee is also
working with Valerie on a
system to better track,
communicate, and connect all
groups with respect to the use
of the church building. There is
now a log book of all events
both church and community
sponsored. The green notebook
kept on Valerie’s desk. The
book will be a tracking of who
needs to be contacted and
when. It will also answer
questions such as: Who will
unlock the church for this
group? Who will secure the
building afterwards? Will they
be using the kitchen? Who is
going to clean up after them?
And slue of other questions that
sometimes slip through the
cracks.

MISSION AND
HOSPITALITY
Progressive Dinner
with a Twist

The twist is that instead of
visiting different houses each
course of the meal will be
hosted by a different church.
The three hosts of this
Progressive Dinner are: UCN,

St Mark’s Episcopal and the
First Universalist Parish in
Derby Line. The date is
Saturday, May 6th which is also
the Kentucky Derby Day. So
dig out and dust off you best
Sunday Bonnet and Top Hat.
The dinner will begin at the
First Universalist Parish with
refreshments and appetizers at
3:00. At 5:00 we will gather at
UCN for the entrée and to
watch the horses race. We
hope to have it streamed in and
projected for all to see in the
Fellowship Hall. Following
dinner at 7:00 we will gather at
St Mark’s for dessert. Possibly
some sort of ‘mint julip’?
At each location there will be a
2-3 minute welcome and
introduction to that church.
This is a great chance to meet
and fellowship with our
spiritual brethren and learn
about other communities of
faith working for our common
goals in the area.
We look forward to
reconnecting with old friends
and making new ones, all with
delicious food and drinks.
There will be more news and
sign up sheets for the
Progressive Dinner in the
coming weeks.

Sale on Town Meeting Day.
We brought in over $480.

Oct 24
Nov 28
2017 Schedule of Events
A reminder to
May 5-6 Rummage Sale
everyone that we
May 15 Epsilon Dinner
still have several
July 20
Village Harmony
Church Cookbooks
Dinner
for sale at $10
Sept 16 Chicken Dinner
each. If you are
Oct 6-7 Rummage Sale
interested in purchasing one for Nov 18 Holiday Bazaar
yourself or as a gift talk to
Dec 9
Cookie Fare
Nancy Newton, Valerie, or
anyone of the Friendship Circle RUMMAGE SALE
MAY 5th & 6th
ladies.
We are looking for GOOD,
CLEAN, GENTLY USED
2017 Schedule of Meetings
clothing, and shoes of all types
April 25
and sizes. Please do not bring
May 23
any thing in for the sale until
June 27
after Easter , Apr il 16th.
Sept 26

My name is Daniel Ona and my surrogate parents are Raymond
and Susan Palanca. They have helped me become more
independent and believing in myself
and in my future! They have guided
me legally find ways to get to the
United States receive a temporary
student visa and to get a higher
education.
I am writing this to thank you for
your support and contribution
towards my education. May God
bless you and enfold you in the
warmth of his love always.

Friendship Circle
Many thanks to all who made,
baked goodies for the Bake

Sincerely,
Daniel Ona.

Daniel Ona

during his time here. In the
letter Friedrich tells of a trip he
We were contacted a few
would like to take to Taize,
months ago by Susan Milne
France this summer with a
Palanca, who grew up in the
Newport area and was looking youth group from Maine to
for help. A dear friend of hers study at a religious camp there.
Here is an excerpt from his
and surrogate son from the
African nation of Kenya named letter:
Daniel Ona has been accepted "I would love to go to Taize,
to Gordon Christian College in France this summer and
Massachusetts with significant
scholarship but is still in need experience a different style of
of some financial support. The worship than we have. My father
death of his parents left him
has attempted services in the
responsible for the care and
Taize style in the past, but I have
education of his younger
siblings and he hopes to earn a been left wondering what Taize is
computer science degree and
actually like. I hope that this
secure a job and the resources experience will instill in me values
to bring his family to the USA
and practices that I can bring back
and provide them with an
education. The UCN Friendship and spread to whichever
Circle has agreed to make a
congregations I may be a part of
donation to Daniel's cause but
additional donations would be in the future. The opportunity and
possible inspirations are
welcome. A photo of Daniel
along with a letter of thanks he intriguing."
wrote is included in this
Friedrich goes on to say that the
newsletter, below.
trip will cost $2200 and he is
For more information about
Daniel and or how you can help seeking some help with the
cost. The Friendship Circle
him speak with Valerie in the
will be making a donation to
office.
Friedrich to assist with the cost.
If you would like to donate to
Friedrich Wilcox
help with the costs additional
Chance to Study in France!
donations can be left in the
We have received a letter from
church office and we will get it
Friedrich Wilcox. Friedrich is
to him. Checks should be made
the oldest child of our former
out to Friedrich Wilcox.
pastor Tim Wilcox and was a
wonderful asset to our church

Summer Camps

April May 2017

River of Life
Summer is just around the
corner and its time to make the
most of the sun and warmth
that brings our mountains and
hills into the glorious green our
state is known for. In Irasburg,
on the grounds of New Hope
Baptist Church is a
great outdoor ministry, and for
kids and parents looking to
make the most of the upcoming
summer the River of Life Camp
provides a great local option for
both day and sleepover camps
with a variety of themes and
activities. There may also be
retreat opportunities for adult
groups in the coming months.
Check out all their offerings at
riveroflifecamp.newhopevt.com

ADDITIONAL CAMPS:
Camp Wanakee,

Sunday
2 WL –JW

Monday
3

Tuesday
4

10

Palm Sunday

6

B&G mtg

Food Truck delivery

11

12

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

The Seven Last
Words 3 pm

16 WL—JM

18

Sunrise 6am w/JW
Boat Dock 7am
w/JW
Breakfast 8-9:30
Traditional Service
10am

23 WL-JM

24

NEK VT UCC Assoc
mtg at Orleans
Federated Church
2:30

25

Friday

Saturday

7

8

13 WL—JW

14 WL—JM

15

Maundy Thursday
7 pm

Good Friday
7 pm

Easter Vigil at
St Marks 7pm

19

20

21

22

ChrisEd mtg 6:30
Open for All—
Promise
Community Grant

Community Meal

Sid Toll Funeral
1 pm

Mark Shelton
Elvis Gospel Music
Concert 2 & 7 pm

26

27

28

29

NE UCC Annual 2
Day Conference

SPRING RING
Lyndon State College

Fin mtg 6pm
Exec Bd mtg 7 pm

17

Thursday

5

Elizabeth von Trapp
Concert 3 pm

9 WL—JM

Wednesday

Artistic hOurs 9-12
Friendship Circle
1:30pm

Meredith , NH

Horton Center,
Gorham, NH
Camp Aldersgate,
North Scituate, RI
Camp Mechuwana,
Winthrop, ME
Brochures for all are on the table
in the Fellowship Hall.
Valerie can speak for Camp
Mechuwana after taking her
granddaughter there last year to
“Grandcamp” A camp experience
for Grandparents to bring their
grandchild(ren).

30 WL—JM

1—MAY

2

3

4

5

6

B&G mtg

Food Truck

RUMMAGE SALE

RUMMAGE SALE
Progressive Dinner
3pm—

7 WL—JW

8

9

10

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

11

12

Tentative date for
UCN Spring Clean
Up—picnic lunch

Fin mtg 6pm
Exec Bd mtg 7 pm

14 WL—JM

15

16

17

18

ChrisEd mtg

Community Meal

Northsong 7:30
In Barton

13

19

20

Do you like to sew? Knit? Croquet? Have
mending to do? Like to paint? Color?
Need motivation?
——Have you heard? There is a group gathering on the FOURTH
Tuesday of the month, 9-noon. All are welcome.

Tickets for United Church of Newport members have been
set aside at a reduced rate. Please call the church office or
Memphremagog Rental for these tickets. This will be a big
event. We are asking for your support in getting the word
out, assisting where needed, and attending.
- Call early these shows could sell out.

Our new City Councilman! -
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Artistic hOurs

Bring a project you have started or a new you would like to start on.
Bring your sewing machine, sewing basket, paints, colors, whatever
you do to be creative. Or just come for the company. We
meet in the Fellowship Hall. If you like, bring a lunch
and stay for the Friendship Circle meeting at 1:30.
A musical presentation of:

SAVE THE DATE!!
NEK Relay for Life Event

Saturday, June 17th noon-midnight
There are many survivors among us. Let’s celebrate their
survival and Remember those who lost the fight.
Please consider joining the team, making a donation, and or
sponsoring a luminary bag. More information will follow in
upcoming newsletters, and Sunday bulletins.

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS
OF THE REDEEMER ON THE CROSS
Franz Joseph Haydn

UNITED ANGELS AGAINST CANCER
.

Palm Sunday
April 9th, 2017, 3:00 p.m.
United Church of Newport
Newport, Vermont

J
A
M
E
S

Repertoire for 2017:
Sing We Now of Christmas
2-5 octaves handbells

Sondra Tucker
Level 3

Choristers Guild 2-3 octave MCGB950
Choristers Guild 2-3 octave MCGB951

Derek Hakes
Level 2+

7pm

Easter Vigil
April 15
7 pm
(St Mark’s Episcopal)
Easter Sunrise Service
April 16
6am
(The Rittershausen’s

Easter Service

7am
(City Dock Gateway Center)

Easter Breakfast

8-9:30am
(Fellowship Hall)

Easter Traditional Service
10am

Self
improvement
is a life long
process

Non Profit Org

Song of the Spirit
3-5 octaves handbells
w/optional handchimes
Hope Publishing MHP2523

Good Friday
April 14

US Postage Paid

Choristers Guild MCGB875

7pm

Permit no. 9

Fred Gramann
Level 2

Maundy Thursday
April 13

Newport, VT
05855

Passacaglia in C Minor
3-5 Octave handbells

The United Church of Newport presents:
The Gospel music of Elvis Presley
featuring Award winning vocalist Mark Shelton
Saturday April 22nd at 2 & 7 pm
Mark your calendars now! Call 334-2262 for tickets.

Stephanie Wiltse, Clinician

10am

United Church of Newport

Saturday, April 29, 2017
Open Concert 4PM

Palm Sunday
April 9

63 Third Street

Lyndon State College
1000 College Drive
Lyndonville, VT



Newport, VT 05855

“Kingdom Ring”

Holy Week

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vermont 36th Annual
SPRING RING 2017

