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Greetings—
Special points of interest:


CPE—Complete!



UCC—new logo



Mural



New Bells!



Reformation 500 survey
follow up



Calandar



UM Credit Union

After eleven weeks of
shuttling back and forth between
I have cleared one of the
Newport and Burlington I am
major hurdles in the professional very glad to be done but also
life of any young minister.
extremely grateful for the quality
During June and July I was
of the program, the 9 profession
enrolled in Clinical Pastoral
chaplains who also work at the
Education at UVM Medical
hospital, and the staff generally
Center in Burlington, a hospital UVM Medical. There were many
chaplaincy internship and
memorable moments, some of
education program which is a
which I have shared and reflected
prerequisite for ordination in
on in our worship services or
most denominations. My
private conversation with many
classmates came from far and
of you, and I'm sure the learning
wide and the program challenged and growing
us to be truly present with folks will continue
in all kinds of stages of sickness now that I
and recovery.
have returned

Office Hours
& Staffing
Valerie normal office
hours from 9-12 Mon,
Wed. and Fri. 9-2 with
additional hours before
or after dependent on
scheduling requests.
802-334-6033 office
802-324-0659 cell
Some of those who were able to witness my graduation.

to this
community
and am
ready
continue
learning and
growing into
a new role in
Newport

both in the Hospital and the
community.
Our instructor told me
early in the program that I
should think of the hospital in
the same way I think of my
parish, because hospitals are at
their heart a community of
people. I learned to be a
chaplain by simply being a
pastor to a Hospital, now I
hope to use that experience to
become more of a Chaplain to
the Newport Church and
Community. As he told me in
the closing weeks, chaplains
and pastors have an obligation
to be spiritual doctors, and that
is just what I intend to be.
I give thanks to everyone
in this community who has

supported me in this difficult
time and through my time of
stress and absence. CPE is a
major accomplishment and I
can't even begin to say how
you all helped me get through
the spiritual challenges.
Love and blessings.

Victory" crest which has been
used by the UCC since 1957
and it's a symbol of an actively
working church ministering in
the community and the world
of its present times. Logos and
crests are rather different
things and its good that we
don't try to completely rehash
the defining symbols of the
New
denomination with each new
marketing campaign.
UCC Logo
I like the new logo, it's
Earlier in the
bright and different with layers
summer the United
of potential meaning but an
Church of Christ unveiled a
elegant simplicity. As Jesus
new logo for the church's
extolled us to 'read the signs of
national activism. The logo
the times' I hope very much
continues the theme adopted
decades ago of embracing the this symbol can be a sign both
of and for our current time as a
comma (as in 'never place a
period where God has places a witness for peace and justice
comma') as a symbol of a still both here and around the
speaking God and the
denomination continuing to
strive for a better world and
Graduation new revelation of divine
justice in the world.
and
The new design shifts to
Celebration! cooler water colors and uses
three commas to resemble a
breaking wave or the
whirlwind of the Holy Spirit.
In addition to representing the
Trinity the three commas
symbolize the '3 Great Loves
— Love of Children, Love of world.
Neighbor, Love of
Summer Camp
Creation,' which are part of a
Since the closure of
new denominational
Covenant Hills Camp in Cabot
campaign.
a few years ago the UCC and
This logo does not replace UMC in Vermont have
the crowned "Cross of
struggled to find a sustainable

replacement to continue the
outdoor ministry that's so
important in the faith formation
of so many people and has been
for so long. For the second
summer the Vermont UCC has
rented space at the headquarters
of the Vermont Episcopal
Diocese at Rock Point in
Burlington. An oasis of green
right in the center of the city
with a spectacular lakefront
Rock Point has been stewarded
by our friends at the Episcopal
Church for more than 150
years, and has been hosting
campers and conferences for
decades at the Bishop Booth
Center.
This year the UCC brought
16 campers to Rock Point, a
50% increase from last year, for
adventures in swimming,
hiking and faith formation.
They also made several off-site
trips to do service projects in
Burlington, to Ben & Jerry's,
and to try Paddleboard Polo on
the waterfront. I served both as
Chaplain and as a councilor in
the boy's cabin, (which could
be a somewhat less than
peaceful experience). Because
that week was also the final
week of my CPE Chaplaincy
training I left camp during the
day to head up to UVM
Medical Center, and returned
each evening to a very warm
welcome from the 9 to 13 year
old campers. A highlight of the
week was our final worship
service where we had ice-cream

communion with ice-cream we
made in plastic bags as part of
the. I will admit that is difficult
to speak over the sound of 20
bags of ice being
enthusiastically shaken but the
sweet results of our own work
was all the more satisfying. See
the included picture of some of
us enjoying the results.

into a very good thing. Though
it is a long way from Newport
to Rock Point I encourage
everyone to look into next
year's camp for your kids or
grand-kids, or consider being a
councilor or helper yourself.
There is no better worship
space than the one God has
created for us and into which he
has lovingly placed us. Our
world is a blessing, and Camp
is one of the best places to
enjoy that blessing to the
fullest.
-James

then he made a great change to
alleviate that suffering. Let us
do the same in every small way
that we can.
-James

A lways
S ay
A
P rayer

a note on current events:

Though hardly free from
stress I enjoyed spending time
and planning worship with
these young Vermonters and I
hope I have the chance to help
out with these important
ministries. I am especially
grateful to Dave and Laurie
from the Essex Junction and
Waterbury churches, the
organizers and Deans for the
week and without whom none
of it would have been possible.
I'm also appreciative of the help
of New Hampshire's Horton
Outdoor Center under who's
umbrella the camp was run.
While it is clear that Rock
Point camping is a stop-gap for
the Vermont UCC until a more
permanent solution can be
found we may have stumbled

The United Church of
Newport joins with our UMC
and UCC Brother and Sisters
across the country and around
the world in condemning in the
strongest possible terms the
acts of terror we have seen
committed by white
supremacist groups in
Charlottesville Virginia.
Though our Christian faith
has been horribly warped in the
past to tolerate or even support
such groups in the past we say
unequivocally that this old hate
has no place in our churches or
communities. We might have
hoped to never again see such
evils marching in the streets of
an American city. Now we are
tasked with resisting it and
making peace for all God's
children.
Jesus wept for the suffering
of the world in the gospels, and

Summer time in
Vermont
Ahhhh… Summertime in
Vermont! The grass and the
trees are green, the sky is blue
(when it is not raining) and the
air is clear.
We have recently returned
from our family get together at
New Smyrna Beach, Florida,
fondly referred to by our family
as “beach week”, a family
tradition since the mid 70’s.
Fun times with the children and
grandchildren, playing in the
pool and the ocean waves,
building sand castles in the day
and ghost crab hunting walks
on the beach at night. The air
temperatures were in the mid to
upper 90’s and the humidity
thick as syrup, the ocean water
was 78 to 80 degrees and the

pool water was near 90.
Lathered in 50 to 70 sunblock
lotion, sporting our hats and
sunglasses we emerged from
our condo’s each morning to
enjoy the traditional morning
walk on the beach followed by
many hours playing in the
water.
I am reminded why our
“snow birds” spend their
winters in the Florida sunshine
and their summers in
Vermont’s refreshing clear cool
air.
As I listened to the constant
sound of the waves breaking on
the shore I was reminded of our
awesome God’s love
continually reaching out to us
through the sights and sounds,
peaceful thoughts and words of
scripture. There is no limit to
the variety of ways God
communicates with us. Our
part is to be attentive to God’s
messages in whatever form
they come. When we set out to
find God each day, we will
discover the world around us is
vibrantly alive with God’s
presence. We can find God in
the beauty and peaceful sounds
that surround us, we also find
God in tragedy and faces filled
with pain. God can take the
deepest sorrow and weave it
into a pattern for good.
For I know the plans I have
for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you

hope and a future. Then you
will call on me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to
you. You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all
your heart. (Jeremiah 28:11-13)
Beach week 2017 in the
books, good times forever
etched in our memories with
pictures of the evidence posted
on Face Book of our fun family
times.
~ Janet

2017 Fall Walks to
Emmaus in Vermont
Men’s Weekend: Thurs
Evening, October 26 –
Sun afternoon, October 29
Women’s Weekend: Thurs
evening, November 16 –
Sun afternoon, November 19
at Bishop Booth Rock Point
Conference Center in
Burlington
If you are looking for an
opportunity to deepen your
faith and discern ‘how you are
called to respond to God’s
grace’, this might be the place
for you. Contact James, Janet,
or anyone who has experienced
the Walk to Emmaus in the
past.

Reformation 500—
What is it?
In October of
1517 Martin
Luther
published
his Ninety Five Theses a
document and event which
marked the start of the
Protestant Reformation, the
breaking away of many
churches from the structure,
style, and authority of the Pope.
Since that time the Protestant
Church has branched and
expended into thousands of
different churches and more
often than not we Christians
haven't been too good at living
and praying together. We here
at UCN are doing what we can
to change that.
This year marks the 500th
anniversary of that event and
around the world Protestants
and Catholics are being
encouraged to join together to
celebrate the event and the
diversity it has born out in the
Christian world. Pope Francis
in particular has called for
brotherhood and welcoming.
UCN will be partnering with
our friends at St Mary's
Catholic Church and St Marks
Episcopal Church with joint
worship services, and times for
friendship. We hope that
everyone will embrace crossing
the lines that divide us and
gladly join together around
those many wonderful things

that unite us as Christians and
as human beings.

From the City Council
As most of you know I was
appointed to fill a vacant spot
in the Newport City council
back in April, now after four
months I have had a good
chance to get oriented in the
workings of city government
and with the responsibilities of
municipal leadership. Though it
has hardly been without
challenges and frustration I am
very much enjoying getting
involved and making a
contribution to the city and
community on a larger scale. I
hope both the church and city
will benefit from this
arrangement through greater
knowledge and understanding
of programs and goals and
other advantages yet to be
discovered.
I would like to further
express my appreciation for
everyone in the church
community who has supported
me in this new adventure: God
has graced us with many
blessings, what we do with
them is up to us.
-James

Promise Community
I told you some months ago
about a major Vermont
education grant awarded to the
Newport community to support
early childhood education and

Kindergarten readiness.
Representatives from UCN and
other organizations have been
working through the sometimes
frustrating process of planning
our actions and the programs
we hope to create. It has been
obvious from the beginning
that the need in Newport is for
quality, affordable childcare, a
safe and supporting place for
kids to grow and play and
allowing parents to work the
sometimes unusual shifts open
to them.
It was also obvious that the
United Church building, left
mostly vacant after the
departure of the nursery school
a few years back, is the obvious
place for this to happen. Really,
it's what our building deserves,
to be a bustling center of
community activity throughout
the week.
Those in our extended
community with skills for the
minor renovations which might
need to be done, or experiences
in managing or establishing a
childcare facility are
encouraged to reach out to
Pastor James or the church
office. What might seem like a
small ability may turn out to
make a major difference in the
lives of Newport's youngest
citizens. Such as install hand
sinks, more light fixtures, and
paint.
With God on our side the
future is bright.

Mural

government for doing our part
to beautify and take pride in the
neighborhood. Again, many
thanks to Ali for sharing her

You may have seen it in
the paper and its been
generating quite a bit of buzz

around town: our front step
mural is finished. With some
help from a few able and
enthusiastic volunteers Ali
Palin (granddaughter of Jan and
Dean Palin) completed work on
the hyper-realistic depiction of
a flowing fountain against faux
bricks that blend perfectly in
with the front of our building.
The image is beautiful and the
symbolism runs deep.
The fountain's base is
adorned with two peacocks,
representatives of the all-seeing
God since ancient times. Three
fish form the column of the
fountain, symbols of prosperity
and of Jesus since the early
days of the church and in a set
of 3 representing the trinity.
The top of the fountain is two
women one pouring water the
other ringing a hand bell, they
represent both specifically the
bell-choir and food-shelf
ministries, but also our twin
callings to praise God in all our

tremendous artistic talent with
the church and community.
ways, and serve others in every
way we can.
Around the fountain are
images of birds. A dove, the
ancient symbol of peace and of
the Holy Spirit which
descended like a dove, is joined
by a raven, the wisdom of
scripture and tradition keeping
a watchful eye over the scene.
Finally, flocking to the scene in
all their wonderfully imperfect
ways are pigeons, the imperfect
people who despite their
failings are children of God to
whom the grace of God is
available freely and at all
times.
If you haven't had the
chance to see the mural and
check out the wonderful detail
it's definitely worth a look. The
church has been receiving
compliments and thanks from
community members and city

Magoon Park Service
On Sunday August 6
worship service was held under
a tent at the church's property at
Magoon Park in Newport
Town. A cool and blustery
morning sent a few sprinkles of
rain our way but not anything
that would dampen the spirits
of those gathered to praise God
in the midst of his creation. The
temperature led us to light a
pretty good sized campfire and
we roasted marshmallows for
our s'mores communion.
Many thanks to all those
who helped with transport and
assembly of the tent, chairs and
meal, and especially to the
hospitality committee for
organizing the cookout that
followed the service.
Outdoor ministries are a big
part of the faith development of

many Christians of all ages. We
have been blessed with the
Magoon Park space and
together we will steward it for
the next generation as we
explore new ways to utilize
such a wonderful space.

remind to those of you
wondering “What Sunday
School Program?” We still have
a number of families with small
children who are member of
this church even though you
don’t see their faces very often
we keep them supplied with
material for the to work with at
a more convenient time.
This year we will focus on
the Ten Commandments.
Beginning in September we
will be sending out scripture
and activities covering each of
the commandments one month
at a time. By June they will
each have a Ten
Commandments booklet.

it her favorite spot for prayer
and meditation making it the
perfect place for her wedding.
What a gift this sanctuary we
call Magoon Park has been to
her for several years. She
probably is not the only person
who enjoys this beautiful spot
unbeknownst to many of us. A
HANDBELL
true gift; a beautiful outdoor
CHOIR
sanctuary given to the United
Ruth Marquette is inviting all Church of Newport for years of
hand bell ringers to join her for enjoyment and pleasure. Many
thanks to the Magoon Family
a month of special rehearsals.
Each Tuesday evening at 6 pm for their generous gift and
forethought, and to Frank Goad
through the month of August
and the many others for taking
we will gather in the music
care of it.
room to practice a specific
piece that was composed by Joy
~Janet
Toll-Chandler to use with our
Flatbed Trailer
new ‘baby’ bells (7 octave)
DO YOU KNOW /
We have a new trailer and it
given in honor of her mother
REMEMBER AND KEEP THE
and father. The hope would be is register and ready to use..
10 COMMANDMENTS?
to play the piece for Joy and the
congregation in September.

Summer Music
The choir is traditionally
given the summer off at UCN
so that means time for special
music and the chance to explore
other forms of worship through
sound practiced by our fellow
believers. So far we have been
blessed with hearing the special
talents of David Barlow and his
father, Ruth Marquette on flute,
Kathy Beals and Nate Sargent
on guitar as well as our bell
ringers. Please Join us for our
worship service on Sunday
August 20th at 9:30 am for the
return of the Maple Leaf Seven
Dixieland Jazz Band who will
be making a return visit after
their very memorable
performance last year. This
year promises to be just as
unforgettable.

MISSION AND
HOSPITALITY

The Christian
Education
UMBRELLA
LunchBox Program
KickOff—Block Party
The Christian Education
Team was present at the Block
Party to give out stickers and
coloring books and provide a

small play area for little ones
who had a blast crawling
around in tunnels and tents.
The team was also given
beef jerky sticks to give out.
They were a big hit with the
“kids” too big to crawl
through the tunnels.
The ChrisEd Team is busy
preparing for the 2017-2018
Sunday School Year. Just a

BUILDING &
Special Offering
GROUNDS
On behalf of the Foster
Parent
Advisory Group, the
COMMITTEE
MAGOON PARK II
I recently had a
conversation with a young lady
that grew up across the road
from Magoon Park and she
wants to get married in the
park. She said she spent a lot
of time walking in the park as
she was growing up and found

Mission and Hospitality
Committee is collecting items
for foster children in the
Newport area. These items
include: diapers of all sizes,
baby wipes, and backpacks.
There will be boxes in the up
and downstairs hallways to put
them in. Thank you for helping
with this need.

FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE

2017 Schedule of Events
Sept 16
Chicken
Dinner
SEPTEMBER’s meeting
Oct 6-7
Rummage Sale
will start at 1:00 (1/2 earlier
than normal). Jeremiah
Nov 18
Holiday
Schuyler will be speaking to Bazaar
us about the new policy
Dec 9
Cookie Fare
changes that have occurred at
NEKA.

August-September 2017

Epsilon Dinner
The Epsilon Dinner on
Monday May 15th was so
delicious the group has
already booked the event back
at UCN for next year even
though it is traditional every
other year.

SUMMER
ACTIVITIES
Annual Yard Sale
This year went amazingly
well with people pawing
It takes many many
through stuff and finding
volunteers behind the scenes small and large treasures.
before and after to make the The UCN made over $3200
Chicken Pie Supper a success. with the help of so many
Valerie Rittershausen and The ladies are asking
volunteers. THANK YOU
her granddaughter Rosie give everyone now to mark their
ONE & ALL!
calendars for Friday the 15th
a BIG “Thank You” to the
Jean and Judy again insist
ladies of the Friendship Circle and Saturday 16th of
that
they will not do this again
for providing the scholarship September to be ready willing next year. (We’ll just have to
and able to help by making
to fund their trip to Camp
wait and see. )
pies, setting up the
Mechuwana again this year.
They enjoyed meeting up Fellowship Hall, kitchen staff
with old friends, making new to prepare the meal (heat the
PASTOR STAFF
pies), serve the food, and of
one, boating, walks through
RELATIONS
the woods, arts and crafts (to course clean up. It is a big
fund raiser for us as well as
include tye-dying pillow
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! The
an
annual
event
in
the
Results are in!
cases), watering & weeding
the vegetable garden, as well community. Look for sign-up
James finished his
as learning many new things sheets in the near future or
Clinical
Pastoral Education
call the church office or Peg
about Gods creations.
Friday,
August
4th.
Jordan to commit to baking
Congratulations!! What‘s
pie(s) or volunteering.
next….
2017 Schedule of Meetings
ORDINATION!
Sept 26
Friedrich Wilcox
Oct 24
Nov 28
Trip to Taize France…..

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

6 WL—JM

7

8

9

@ Magoon Park
w/picnic

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

13 WL—JM w/guest

14

Saturday

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

Community Meal
ExecBD, Fin,&PSR
mtg @ Spate’s 6 pm

21

Maple Leaf 7, Dixie Land
Jazz Band (during worship service)

27 WL—J M

Friday

B&G mtg

Guest preacher and
visitors from Greensboro
Church

20 WL—JM

Thursday

22

23

24

25

26

Artistic hOurs 9-12

28

29

30

31

1– September

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

B&G mtg

Food Truck delivery

14

15

16

Hymn Sing

3 WL—JW

LABOR DAY

10 WL—

11

12

13

WORSHIP SERVICE
CHANGES BACK TO
10AM CHOIR PRACTICE
9 AM

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

Food Shelf
Fin mtg 6pm
Exec Bd mtg 7 pm

United Church of Newport

63 Third Street

Can Tabs for Shriner’s
Hospital
 General Mills Box tops
for Education\
Although Patty Thomas will
not be collecting and taking
them to the Brownington
school , we will make sure
they are put to good use and
that a local school and
hospital does benefit from
these donations.
 Large grocery bags –paper
and plastic
Merle is always looking for
more to use monthly for the
food shelf.
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