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February 2018

The
Season
of Lent

secular holidays from the sacred
ones. These two days have
much to teach us and much to
say to us about the way in which
we can walk with Christ on the
Dear Friends long road to Jerusalem.
in Christ, peace and greetings to
The origin of Valentine’s
you wherever in the world life's
Day is somewhat tangled but
journey has happened to take
reaches back to an early Saint of
you. Newport is adorned in a
the church who exhibited great
heavy blanket of white snow,
love and kindness even as he
reminding us that though the
season of Lent is just beginning, fell afoul of the wicked
authorities and met a very grisly
the season of Winter is in full
swing and continues unabated. end. The gaudy pink hearts,
balloons, and chocolates which
This cold season has been a
challenge for many and we are fill store windows all owe their
origin to ancient acts of
very grateful for the generous
kindness, even in bad times, and
donations of time and money
are a powerful reminder to Love
that has allowed us to give so
and be kind during the limited
many community members
time each of us has in this life.
assistance with food, gas, and
The darkness of Ash
utilities.
Wednesday might initially seem
It is always in the cold of
like a mismatch for such bright
winter that our journey to Easter sweetness. Just as we were
begins. What is unusual this
made from the same humble
year is that the first day of that materials as the dust of the
Lenten journey fell on
roads and to that same dust we
Valentines Day, and that Easter will someday be reduced we
Sunday will be on April 1, April have been imbibed with a great
Fools Day. One might be
Love through our creator, with
initially a bit taken aback by the the blessings of Jesus Christ,
apparent contrast of those two
and the Holy Spirit which
pairings or even marvel at the
touches and inspires us even in
counterpoint of the so-called
our darkest times.

Both Ash Wednesday and
Valentine’s Day mix a great
sweetness with a profound
humility, and encourage us to
get together with those we love
to celebrate the time we do
have together. More than a
month later we will gather
again for Easter. This year
Easter, which is tied to the
cycles of the full moon, falls on
April 1, marked by many as a
day for tricks and games and
known as April Fool’s Day. A
day for jokes and deception
might seem like a bad
mismatch for the most serious
and holy of our holidays but
this is missing the significance
and wonderful strangeness of
what we’re celebrating in
Jesus’ Resurrection. Jesus was
killed and buried on a Friday,
yet by Sunday he rose again,
turning the story of tragedy and
failure into one of triumph and
hope. On Easter, Jesus turned
the world upside-down through
his Love; and if there was ever
a day for laughter and
celebration it is that day. On
Easter we should sing and
dance and be silly, try on a new
and smiling face to show the
world that the wait is over, that
we choose goodness and mercy
over fear and greed.

this year especially let us take Tidbits from the
these opportunities to celebrate
office~
sweet humility and joyful,
though unexpected, new
Envelopes for Easter
beginnings, and let us do these Flowers will start appearing in
things in the company of those the Sunday bulletins on March
we Love.
4th. Please remember to
Blessings and Peace to you include your name and who
you would like the flowers to
all in these wonderful and
be in memory of or in honor of.
challenging times.
Deadline for the information
-James
will be March 28th.

Lenten Visitations
are back

Come join us!
Wednesday
evenings during
Lent we meet at the
church at 5:30 for
prayer, then we pair
up with a friend and go out on
prearranged visits. We return
to the church at
6:45 for a light
meal of soup and
bread. If you
would like to join
us, please call the church office
at 334-6033 by Monday
afternoon so we can arrange
the correct number of visits. If
you would like us to visit you
or you know someone who
would like a visit, please let us
know.
Thanks! We
Jokes and games are not a look forward
counterpoint to the message of to seeing
the resurrection, they are at the you!
center of a world turned upside
-down for the sake of Love. So


There are still Annual
Reports available in the
Fellowship Hall if you would
like to read up on what was
accomplished this past year.


Although the Annual
Meeting has come and gone;
nominations made and
accepted to the committees;
you will notice that a number
of our committees are running
well under their potential. [A
report of all committee
members is listed separately in
newsletter.] I want to
personally put my knudge in to
suggest that if you are not
already on a committee your
support would be greatly
appreciated on Building &
Grounds, Christian Education,
Mission & Hospitality.
Actually attending every
meeting is not required. Your
support and feedback when
needed are just as important.

Epiphany Tree Burning
Saturday, Jan 6th
Thought to be back by
popular demand, but no one
want to freeze their backside in
minus 10 to warm their front
side. Oh well, there is always
next year!

Taste of the Kingdom

Wednesday Feb 28th, 6 pm
For a second year the UCN
Food Shelf will join the Taste
of the Kingdom a fundraising
and social event put on by
Newport's own Green
Mountain Farm to School. This
10th annual showcase of local
foods and community is held at
Jay Peak and includes good
things to eat and drink from
across the region, with the
proceeds going to the great
cause of childhood nutrition
and education.

Last year's table was
warmly received at a bustling
event and we hope to continue
our outreach and fellowship at
this great community event.
Tickets, for those interested
in attending, can be purchased
through Green Mountain Farm
to School.

MISSION AND
HOSPITALITY

The M&H Committee just
finished hosting the Mardi Gras
Luncheon on Sunday, Feb 11th.
A very fun and festive event. If
UCN has joined the event
only this was
to represent the important work
printed in
of ensuring access to quality
color to see
food to all people in our region
the purple,
regardless of age or economic
background, work that our
Food Shelf does continuously.
UCN representatives will give
out samples of delicious snacks
made with food shelf
ingredients to show off both the
service we provide and the
value of a little ingenuity in
home-cooking with local
green & golds.
ingredients.

FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE
Next meeting will be Mar 27th!
However, we do need to put
our aprons on before that date
and bake up some goodies to
sell and the Municipal building
on Town Meeting Day,
Tuesday, March 6th. All kinds
of homemade items are
welcome. Especially good are
baked beans, jams, pickles,
cookies, pies, breads. Please
plan to have your items brought
to the Municipal Building by 9
am at the very latest. The sale
goes on until all is sold.

ANNUAL
MEETING

subject to the same discretion
of the relevant committees.



The proposed change to the
A quorum of 30 people was
By-Laws at the Annual
needed to adopt any changes to
Meeting of the UCN
the By-Laws. We had 44
Congregation on January 21,
people attend the meeting, 34
2018 passed unanimously.
voting members. Thank you all
for participating. We are a

family and this church belongs
ARTICLE VI
to us all.
ALTERNATING
DENOMINATIONAL
LEADERSHIP
In the event of a pastoral
vacancy, both the Vermont
On Sunday, January 14th we
Conference of the United
Church of Christ and the New welcomed new (or returning)
members into our family. The
England Conference of the
United Methodist Church shall following people: Rev. Martha
Peck, Rev. John Merriam,
be notified. The preference
shall be that the denomination Kendall Lambert, Frank Davis,
Rachel Lafont, Mckenna
of the succeeding pastor shall
Marquis, and Cecelia Marquis,
be the alternate denomination
James Merriam, Susan and
of the vacating pastor.
However, the United Church of Charlie Kremer, Josie
Newport may, at the discretion Chitambar, Hillary Potter and
Joan Camp affirmed their
of the Pastoral and Staff
commitment to Christ and the
Relations Committee and
Executive Committee, deviate United Church of Newport.
Thirteen new members, of
from this pattern based on
availability and desirability of which three are teenagers!
possible successors from each
denomination. There shall be
no limit on successive pastors
from a denomination other than
the preference previously stated
in this article shall be observed
when any vacancy occurs. It
shall also be the preference that
in the event of co-pastors, they
be of differing denominations,

Thirteen
New Members!

Christian Education
Plans are in the works to
have a Confirmation class in
the form of one or two
intensive weekend retreats in
the spring (possibly in
collaboration with St. Mark's).
This class would be open to any
middle or high school teen at
least 13 years of age who
wishes to explore faith and
community in a judgement free
and fun setting. Parents are
encouraged to contact the
church office. The class would
also include service projects
and possibly a faith building
trip.
With the possibility of a
Confirmation Class of 5-7 girls
the ChrisEd Team will be
looking for volunteers for
mentors for the girls. If you are
interested please contact James,
Valerie, or Andrew Beals for
more information

OUT OF THE PARK
Helga, Lunga, Dulcia and Kyriana

Last weekend Alan and I
went to Montreal to see our
friends Karin and Brian and to
also spend time with the
Lusuekadio family (the
Angolans). What a terrific visit!
Lunga, Helga and the girls are
settled into a new apartment.
It's in the same building as their
former one, but has an
additional bedroom for the
girls. Previously, as four of

them were crammed into one
nine by twelve room--crib, cot
and double bed! There was
barely room to negotiate
passage among them, but we
never heard a word of
complaint about it. Now,
however, they express joyful
delight at the space they have,
even though most of us would
consider it quite small. Helga is
an absolute genius at making
dollar store decorations and
thrift store furniture look like
something out of Better Homes
and Gardens.

went to an open fire pit for
toasted marshmallows (VERY
POPULAR), up another hill for
hot cocoa and hot dogs (still
popular) and sugar on snow
(OUT OF THE PARK). Lastly,
we had a horse-drawn sleigh
ride. And here's where Lunga
and Helga revealed their city
roots.

like a visit or if we can keep
you in our prayers. Everyone in
this community has the love
and support of the whole
community and our combined
prayers have an amazing power
of healing and comfort. You
might not want people to make
a big deal about you or a loved
one being ill but please
remember the Power of

We country dwellers know
Prayer is an amazing
how horses smell. But if you
don't know that and you've been thing.
excited at the prospect of this
ride, you get on the wagon first.
And if you get on first, you're
Since we were there for the sitting right behind the horses.
last weekend of Montreal's
And if you're Helga and Lunga,
winter carnival, Brian and
you pinch your noses for the
Karin suggested we attend
entire time. It was really very
some of the events Westmount funny.
was offering. All of them
It was wonderful to see
outside. Outside in twelvethem.
They are incredibly
degree temperatures, involving
adaptable
and eternally
It is with great sadness we
several layers of clothing.
optimistic.
They asked about
announce the passing of Bette
Accordingly bundled up, (all
the church collectively
Gannon on February 9th. A
you could see of Dulcia and
repeatedly,
and
individuals
by
small family service was held
Kyriana were their eyes) we set
name. They are most anxious to for her on Feb 12th. In the
off for the first event- sliding
spring she will be buried with
down a substantial hill on large get permanent papers so they
can come back to visit.
her family in upstate NY.
inner tubes. I would say that
Wouldn't that be lovely!
our Angolan family took to it
Our condolences to Faith
like fish to water but
~Kathy Aiken Olsen, whose sister Hope
considering the context I guess
passed recently after a long
it's more like polar bear to ice
battle with cancer.
A Note:
floe. They roared down the
If you or a family member
slope (girls included) laughing
are in the hospital we want to
Churches Curling
and taking selfies all the way.
know about it. Whether it's
Not once, but several times-something routine or a surprise
On Saturday February 10
hauling the big tubes and the
please let the church office
UCN's James Merriam and
little bundles of girl back up the
know and let us know if you'd Shannon Ryan joined by two
hill for another go. Then we

our members assisted with or
actually played in their event co
-organized by one of our own
as well, Kendall Lambert. Not
to be out done be the costumes
of participants, James really got
into character. Note the photo
of our ’highlander’.

curlers from North Hatley to
compete in the annual interchurch curling tournament held
in Lennoxville Quebec. Great
fun was had by all on a team
with representatives from two
churches, two countries, and at
least three different generations.
The tournament included eight
teams and though we didn't
win, the networking and social
value of getting together with
our dear friends in the United
Church of Canada and the
Anglican Church buoyed all of
our spirits.
Both UCN and St. Mark's
Episcopal church are well
represented in the area curling
community, maybe next year
we could organize several
teams and bring the Battle of
the Churches curling trophy to
Newport!

Newport Centennial

June 29th as part of the kickoff
of the weekend heart of the
celebration.
The heart of the centennial
will be Saturday morning's
Grand Parade down main street
and as one of the oldest
institutions of any kind in the
city it stands to reason that the
United Church should have a
float in the parade. Ideas under
consideration for the design
include models of the current
church building as well as of
the Congregational Church lost
to fire in 1957.
Alternately
the current ministries of the
church could be celebrated like
the hand bell choir and food
shelf. If you have a suggestion
for a float or want to volunteer
in anyway to see this project
come to life please contact
James or the office. Plans for
the physical building of the
float should start forming no
later than EASTER, April 1st.

A number of marching
bands of various kinds have
already been recruited and this
parade promises to be a
spectacle not soon to be
forgotten in this community.
From Friday June 29 to Everyone is welcome to join
Wednesday July 4, 2018 the this multi-day celebration and
Prior to the tournament of
the vast majority of events will
city of Newport will mark its
churches there was an
centennial with an extravaganza be free to attend.
international tournament held
of displays, parties, and
More details will be
right across the border in
community meals. The United available as soon as the
Stanstead Quebec, 2018
Church is scheduled to serve a
CANUSA. A large hand full of meal on the evening of Friday schedule is finalized.

th

Come out on February 19 to
the North Country Career Center
at 6:30pm to join task forces that
will be building action plans and
resources to:
-Expand Community Events and
Celebrations
-Enhance and Market the Newport
Tourism Experience
-Support and Attract Businesses
and Entrepreneurs
- Improve and Coordinate Health
and Wellness Services and Early
Childcare and Education
VCRD will be there with a
team of leaders and experts to help
each group create an action plan
and a list of resources to help each
group succeed!
All are welcome to attend
whether or not you were a part of
the earlier steps in the process.

Promise Community /
Child Care Update
Well, I have good news and
bad news: with the help of Keith,
Susan and a number of dedicated
community members an excellent
candidate to be the director of the
new Childcare Center has been
selected, BUT ongoing
Bureaucratic issues on the
government end have delayed the
funding that can make it all
possible.
We will be bringing an

affordable community childcare center to the United
Church building (planned opening April 1). The
funds could be dispersed any day now and once they
are we will need all hands on deck to plan and
prepare the space and welcome this new parallel
ministry into our building and our hearts.

BIRDS OF THE BIBLE

February
Sunday
18 WL—JM

Monday
19

2018

Tuesday
20

Wednesday
21

Benita Benson’s 80th
birthday Coffee Hour
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Christian Ed mtg
5:30 PM POTLUCK

26

27
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Food Truck delivery
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9
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Food Shelf

Food Shelf

Food Shelf

Town Mtg Day—
Bake Sale

B&G mtg 6 PM

Concert—7 PM

11 WL– JM
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Community Meal
Fin mtg 6 PM
Exec Bd mtg PM

Bittern

Kite

Quail

Cock

Lapwing

Raven

Cormorant

Owl

Sparrow

Cuckow

Ospray

Stork

Dove

Ossifrage

Swallow

Eagle

Ostrich

Swan

Glede

Peacock

Turtledove

Hawk

Pelican

Vulture

Heron

Pigeon

From: 99 Bible
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25 WL—JM

26

27

28

29

30

31

Maundy Thursday
7 PM svc

Good Friday
7 PM svc

Easter Vigil

Artistic hOurs 9-12

Concert, Tuesday March 6th 7—8:30pm

Fasting and Feasting

United Church of Newport Sanctuary
Campbell University Choir presents: Campbell Voices

Lent can be more than a time of fasting. It can also be a joyous season of feasting.

Campbell Voices, a 15-member chamber ensemble drawn from
members of the University Choir, will also perform literature in
classical and popular styles. Campbell University is located in
Buies Creek North Carolina. This performance came about at
the insistence of Campbell University Senior Music Education
Major Brianna Grimm. A native Vermonter and resident of
Newport, Brianna requested that this year the music tour come
to her home state so she could share it with her friends and
fellow college students.

By William Arthur Ward

Lent is a time to fast from certain things and to feast on others.
It is a season to:
Fast from judging others; feast on Christ living in them.
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life.
Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light.
Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify.

Brianna’s attendance at Campbell is due in part to her maternal
family’s long connection with the University. Brianna, the
daughter of Brian and Laurie Grimm of Newport, hopes, upon
graduation, to return to Vermont to teach because of the long
tradition of support for the arts that she has experienced
throughout her junior high and high school participation in
chorus, band and local and state music festivals. Brianna
Grimm, 2014 graduate of North Country Union High School
and Newport resident is a member of both the CU Choir and
Campbell Voices. She is a senior majoring in Music Education
with plans to become a High School Chorus Teacher.

Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude.

The Campbell University Choir will present a concert built
around the seasons of life. With repertoire selection inspired by
the differences in mood and character of the four seasons, the
concert will consider times of happiness as well as sadness,
loneliness and love, strong faith as well as doubt.

Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness.

A donation offering will
be taken to help support
the choir on their spring
break music tour.

Fast from anger; feast on patience.
Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism.
Fast from worry; feast on appreciation.
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation.
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives
Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer.
Fast from hostility; feast on non-resistance.

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal hope through Jesus.
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.
Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm.
Fast from suspicions; feast on truth.
Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence.
Fast from thoughts of weakness; feast on promises that inspire.
Fast from problems that overwhelm; feast on prayer that undergirds.
Fast from everything that separates us from the Lord; feast on everything that
draws us to the Lord.

2018 Committee Members

Executive Board (9 members)
Benita Benson
Paul Rittershausen
Ron Benson
Doug Spates
Jean Condon
Pat Vana
Alan Franklin
Janet Wiseman
Charlie Kremer
Finance Committee (8 members)
David Barlow
Brian McNeal
Alan Feltmarch
Keith Richards
Bill Graham
Patty Thomas
Susan Kremer
New Treasurer
Dan Marquette
Investment Secretary
Pastor & Staff Relations (up to 8 members)
Kathleen Ahearn
Sherry Bradley
Alan Aiken
Peg Jordan
Andrew Beals
Susan Kuzma
Kathy Beals
Building & Grounds ( up to 10 members)
Pete Alexander
Bettie Souliere
Jean Condon
Joe Wiseman
Paul Rittershausen
Spiritual Leadership (up to 12 members)
Kathy Aiken
Valerie Rittershausen
Mary Hoadley
Amy Newton
Choir Director
Kathy Beals
unofficial decorator
Christian Education (up to 8 members)
Kathy Aiken
Nancy Newton
Jill Chaffee
Valerie Rittershausen
Connie Johnson
Mission & Hospitality (up to 10 members)
Kathy Aiken
Marvelene Richards
Jill Chaffee
Valerie Rittershausen
Members in bold are the Chairs

Maundy Thursday
March 29

7pm

United Church of Newport

10am

63 Third Street

Palm Sunday
March 25

Newport, VT 05855



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Holy Week

Good Friday
March 30

7pm

Easter Vigil
March 31
7pm
(St Mark’s Episcopal)
Easter Sunrise Service
April 1
6am
(The Rittershausen’s
217 Lake Park Road)
Easter Service

10am

Non Profit Org

Easter Traditional Service

Permit no. 9

8-9:30am
(Fellowship Hall)

Newport, VT
05855

Easter Breakfast

US Postage Paid

7am
(City Dock @ Gateway Ctr)

