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DEAR BELOVED 
FAMILY IN CHRIST, 
UCN began worshiping remotely 
very suddenly and without the 
opportunity to plan very far in 
advance. During the early days of 
the first wave of this Pandemic 
we had to work out how to be a 
community without gathering in 
our building's sanctuary. Now as 
a second wave of infections 
spread through large parts of our 
country it is a challenge to all of 
us to maintain our connections 
and communities while keeping 
ourselves and others safe. We 
will not be able to gather in 
person in our sanctuary for the 
foreseeable future. There are 
simply too many limitations and 
dangers to make that a risk worth 
taking. 

We will be taking advantage of as 
many as possible of the 
opportunities that remote worship 
gives us and welcome 

suggestions and contributions of 
all kinds. Everyone in the church 
and extended community are 
encouraged to do what they can 
to look after and support friends 
and neighbors in the church and 
wider community in every way 
that you can. 

Let us thank the LORD for our 
many blessings and ask for 
strength for the challenges that 
face us on the road ahead. 

Peace 
-James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 
and Staffing 

 
Jenna’s office hours  

Mon–Fri 10AM– 2PM 
 

James Merriam -  

Call for Appointment 

Janet Wiseman -  

Call for Appointment  

 
802-334-6033  

OFFICE@UNITEDCHURCHNEWPORT.ORG 
WWW.UNITEDCHURCHNEWPORT.ORG 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST:   

 BIBLE STUDY 
 ROOF REPAIR 

 COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS 

BIBLE STUDY~~ 
Starting on July 8th UCN remote worship adds 
a new piece. Both on NEKTV and YouTube, 
we will be broadcasting a 30 minute bible study 
and mid week devotional. Those who wish to, 
can recenter and reconnect more regularly with 

scripture, prayer, news, and community.  

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD~~ 
Members of the executive board were happy to 
meet, (practicing safe social distancing), for the 
first time in several months, on Wednesday, 
July 1st, to review bids for the roofing project 
and discuss other on-going projects at the 
church. First we would like to extend a special 
thanks to Lorraine Whipple, Kathy & Allen 
Aiken, Valerie & Paul Rittershausen and a few 
others for the amount of time and work you 
have spent at the church the past few months 
making wonderful “touch-ups”. We are also 
happy to announce that we have secured a 
contractor for the roof repairs and have the 

expenses to cover it as well! Thank you to the 
Friendship Circle, an anonymous donor and 
also Laurie and Bill Graham‘s Legacy for their 
donation to the repair of the roof! Some of you 
may have also noticed a for sale sign on the 
fence in front of the church. We have decided 
without the childcare at the church, we will no 
longer need it. We have had several inquiries 
about it and hope that someone else will be 

able to enjoy it soon.  

 

FOOD SHELF~~ 
The food shelf is looking for donations of 
LARGE PAPER BAGS. No plastic bags 
please! Please bring them to the church if you 
have any extras you would like to donate or get 

rid of. Thank you! 

 

DONATIONS~~ 
We are looking for some donations to help with 
some ongoing projects. The building 

MAGOON PARK SERVICE 
SUNDAY, JULY 26TH 9:30 A.M. 

—WEATHER AND CONDITIONS PERMITTING— 

All are invited to join for outdoor worship at UCN's property on City Farm Road. We will 
sadly not be able to have the traditional cookout that often accompanies this worship but 

being together and enjoying that beautiful area, which the church has stewarded and 
safeguarded for many years now, is something many of us have longer for. 



 

renovations and sprucing of the 
building has been done by a dedicated 
group of volunteers without drawing on 
funds from the budget and more 
donations would allow these projects to 

continue. 

Also, we are starting to 
see more requests for 
assistance from 
community members. The 

church has long assisted with people's 
direct needs out of a separate fund and 
because we haven't been able to do 
any fundraisers in recent months that 
fund is badly depleted. We help people 
with gas to get to work or doctor's 
appointments on a very regular basis 
and a small donation can make a very 

big difference in people's lives. 

FRIENDSHIP  
CIRCLE NEWS~~ 
We were delighted to have our June 
meeting, outside on the lawn and 
practicing social distancing. As a result 
of discussions, we regret to inform you 
that two of our annual events have 
been cancelled - the Fall Rummage 
Sale and the Annual Holidays Bazaar. 
Also, The Executive Committee has 
decided to postpone the Chicken Pie 
Supper until next year. Our priority is to 
keep our members, the congregation, 
and the community safe and healthy 
during this pandemic and we feel that 

this is impossible with these events. 
We are hoping that the Cookie Fare will 
happen but, if it does, it will be very 
different from previous years. Mark the 
date, December 12, on your calendar. 
We will update you on our plans when 
decisions have been made. Meanwhile, 

stay safe and healthy. 

 

BLUFFSIDE FARM 
COMMUNITY GARDEN~~ 
If you’ve ever visited the Bluffside Farm 
recently, you’ve probably noticed 
there’s lots going on. Here’s the latest 
news: The Bluffside farm is working 
with partners to grow food for those in 
need. Together with the Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps (VYCC) and 
ShiftMeals, a program that provides 
local healthy food to people affected by 
the COVID-19 economic crisis, they’ve 
started up a community garden on an 
acre of land at Bluffside. This will 
increase food production and food 
access in the Northeast Kingdom. 
Located on the shores of Lake 
Memphremagog, Bluffside Farm is 

owned and operated by the Vermont 
Land Trust to serve as a community 
hub for recreation, farming, and land 
access.  ‘“Like many organizations, 
COVID-19 threw us a curve-ball,” said 
Tracy Zschau, vice president for land 
conservation at the Vermont Land 
Trust. “Rather than let the land at 
Bluffside Farm sit fallow, we put our 
heads together with VYCC and 
ShiftMeals to grow a more limited 
selection of crops and open up part of 
the farm for a new community garden.” 
“This fabulous collaboration has 
allowed us to not only keep Bluffside 
Farm in production, but to also run our 
Health Care Share Program at North 
Country Hospital in a challenging year,” 
said Susie Walsh Daloz, director of the 

Food and Farm Program at VYCC.  

 

 

“It ensures that there are more people 
in the Newport community accessing 
local, fresh food.”’  ShiftMeals launched 
in late March as a local food response 
to COVID-19. Building on the strong 
network of Vermont’s local food, 
ShiftMeals has provided 40,000 free 
meals and collaboratively launched 
seven community gardens throughout 
the state, including one at Bluffside 
Farm. ShiftMeals and the Vermont 
Land Trust are seeking a local farmer 

coach to coordinate the community 
garden at Bluffside Farm, and 
volunteers who can commit five to eight 
hours per week caring for the garden 
and maintaining an area planted to 
potatoes and indigenous Abenaki 
squash by VYCC. In exchange for their 
service, gardeners will receive fresh 
produce that they help to grow.  Two 
open houses for interested volunteers 
and community members was held at 
Bluffside Farm on July 2 — from 10:30 
to noon and again from 5:00 to 6:00 
pm. But you can still learn more or sign 
up as a volunteer! Visit, 
www.shiftmeals.org/join-our-grow-team.  

JOIN A GROW TEAM!! 
Here are some basic expectations of 
participating GrowTeam members. 
 Commitment of 8/hrs a week 
working at your site for the remainder 
of the growing season in exchange for 
direct access to fresh produce. 
 Ability to work on a team as well as 
be able to work independently from a 
task list. 
 Complete tasks such as weeding, 
seeding, transplanting, harvesting, 
fixing farm infrastructure, with the hope 
that each individual will learn, grow, 
and take on more responsibility 
throughout the season. 
Check out the GrowTeam opportunities 
at https://shiftmeals.org/join-our-grow-team/  

 

SEWERS NEEDED 
FOR MASKS~~ 
One of the many things needed during 
the Coronavirus outbreak has been 
masks. The Orleans and Norther Essex 
Response and Recovery Team is trying 
to provide masks to those who need 
them (Adults & Children).  
However they need sewers. They have 
kits from VT 
Teddy Bear 
Company that are 
pre-cut and 
packaged, so all 
they need is 
people to sew the 
masks together. If you or anyone you 
know is a sewer and might be 
interested in this volunteer effort, 
please contact Carrie Stahler, Director 
of Community Engagement, Green 
Mountain United Way at phone # (802)-
613-3989 or email: 
cstahler@gmunitedway.org  
  OR CONTACT  
Suzanna Lagare Belcher, Agency of 
Human Services, Field Services 
Director at phone # (802)-585-5488 or 
email: Suzanne.LegareBelcher@vermont.gov  
 

http://www.shiftmeals.org/join-our-grow-team
https://shiftmeals.org/join-our-grow-team/


 

FOR HEALTH: 

STANDING IN NEED OF PRAYER: 

-Susan Jewett 
-Carl King 
-Edith McNeal 
-John Ward Sr. 
-Robin Comstock 

-Brenda Hayden 
-Nicole Atkins 
-Kathy Miller 
-Karen Jordan (Peg’s 
Daughter in-law) 

FOR THOSE WHO MOURN: 

-Kathy & Meredith Beals for the Loss of 
their Husband/Father, Andrew Beals 
-The Family & Friends of Marilyn 
Jeanette (Badger) Austin 
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