
 

 

Spring 

CHAIR   KEITH RICHARDS 
VICE-CHAIR JANET WISEMAN 
SECRETARY SUSAN KREMER 

 Other committee members are Brian McNeal, 
Alan Feltmarch, David Barlow and Bill Graham. 
 A review of the Treasurer’s Report showed 
income in January & February of $12,362 against 
expenses of $17,467.  $5000 has been transferred 
from the Trust Funds to cover the costs.  This is 
typical for the first quarter with winter expenses 
relatively high, and income down somewhat because 
of winter travels.  We see no cause for alarm at this 
time. 

 There are five Sundays in March, so budgeted 

giving for the month is $10,000.  Based on recent 

giving trends, this could be a bit of challenge to the 

congregation.  Pledges for 2019 have decreased by 

about 20% from those made for 2018.  This is a 

cause for considerable concern, because of the 

downward trend.  We all trust that you will rise to the 

challenge of supporting the many missions of the 

United Church of Newport. 

Yours in Christ, 
Keith Richards 

Finance Committee Chair 

MISSION AND HOSPITALITY 
 We looking for a volunteer to chair this 
committee.  For the past few years this group has not 
met on a monthly basis.  We meet  to organized 
suggested events and pick someone to head the 
event and discussion of what is needed by other 
committee for their events.   In the past this 
committee assists with after church luncheons, 
receptions for concerts, lunch for the Advent Prep 
Party, lunch at Magoon Park.  This committee also 
sponsors M.U.S.H. (mittens, underwear, socks, & 
hats) for school children each winter.  This is just the 
tip of the iceburg if you include the list of possibilities 
that can be done.  Please speak with Valerie or 
James if you are interested/willing to join and chair 
this committee.  You might also want to speak with 
Marvelene Richards of other events that have been 

done in the past.   

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
 The B &G Committee has scheduled an inside 
the church clean-up for Saturday April 6th.  Some of 
the areas that will be targeted will be: cleaning the 
stained glass windows, the molding around these 
windows, the walls and ceilings of the entrance area 
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Dear beloved community, 

 Spring, however haltingly, is coming to the Newport 
area. Melting snow turns our streets into rivers as the warm sun melts the 
deep snow pack a little by little, and then cool nights refreeze it into ever 
changing ice formations. On the lakes and ponds small area of open 
water have made their first appearances for many months. As we freeze 
and thaw slowly the world is coming back to life, it's not an easy process 
but it is an inspiring and inevitable one. Vermont especially gives us a 

lesson in patience and the long slow work of renewal each year. 

 For the first time in many many years I've tapped some sugar maples 
and have been boiling sap on the warm days for a few weeks now. As the 
sun shines down on the blanket of white which still coats my yard I can 
hear the distinctive ping of drops of sap hitting aluminum buckets. Christ 
was never a sugar-maker and he never tasted syrup, but that doesn't 
mean there aren't plenty of lessons about God and scripture to be 
learned in the sugar shack. Faith, like syrup, requires patience and dutiful 
attention. Blessings come from unexpected places and at unexpected 
times, and most significantly: that we should give the first fruits of our 
labors back to God from whom all of those blessing flow. I have a new 
appreciation for 'first fruits' after sampling the divine sweetness of the 
year's first syrup. Rich and amber, sweet and delicate, rooted in a long 

tradition but inspired by the rebirth of the world around us. 

 Let us keep the faith in this Lenten season in the knowledge that we 

are an Easter people and that spring is just around the corner. 

Blessings in this season of rebirth and renewal. 

-James 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
 The Finance Committee met on March 6th.  The committee did its 
annual re-organization.  The following committee officers were elected: 

Office Hours 
& Staffing 

Valerie normal Winter 
office hours from Mon 9-
12, Thu and Fri. 9-2 with 
additional hours before or 
after dependent on 

scheduling requests.    

802-334-6033 office 
802-324-0659 cell 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST:

   

 UCN SPRING CLEANING 
 INSIDE—APRIL 6TH 
 OUTSIDE—MAY 11th 
 

 COOKING WITH A.J.  

 

 JOB OPENING—CHURCH 
SECRETARY 

 

 CALENDAR—HOLY WEEK 
SCHEDULE 

HUGE—THANK YOUs!  
To all those who helped make our FAT Tuesday Dinner a 
success.  To everyone who donated items, food, services, 
… your support means a lot to this community.  We raised 

$600 for the meal and $900± from the silent auction.  



 

and small rest room, dusting of wood in the narthex, 
area around pews, dusting of baseboard heat 
registers.  One of the primary objectives is to present 
a clean and neat church to all who enter the United 

Church.  Especially for Holy Week.   

 On May 11th the exterior of the building will be the 
object of the traditional spring clean up.  Both days 
will start at 8:00 AM with lunch will be provided.  A list 
of cleaning items, for each event, will be listed in 

forthcoming Sunday bulletins. 

 A long range project is to install new LED fixtures 
in place of the fluorescent fixtures, so if you notice 
some fluorescent light not working they are 

scheduled for replacement. 

Paul Rittershausen,  

B&G Co-Chair 

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  
Next Event—RUMMAGE SALE   

 Fri-Sat, May 3rd-4th 

Next Meeting—Guest from Pat Hunt, Inc.  Tues, 
March 26th @ 1PM 

 

UCN Bell Choir  

SPRING Ring— 

April 27th  

in Essex Junction 

 

JOB OPENING~~  
 CHURCH SECRETARY  
 Yes, the rumor is true.   Valerie is going to 
retire—again. lol  With all that is going on in her life, 
hobbies, travel, friends, family, and health.  She has 

made the command decision to step away from her 
paid position at UCN.  This does not mean that she is 
leaving us or moving on.  It just means that she would 
like the freedom to do more of what she and Paul 
want to do and to be there for family when needed.   
Valerie looks forward to continuing to assist with 
Confirmation Classes; as Chris Ed Chair; and be 
ready to volunteer where needed.   
 Please note the “ad” further on in this newsletter 

and pass on to anyone you think might be interested. 

 In the mean time Valerie will be away for 
approximately a month—April/May.  She and the 
Pastor Staff Relations Committee are asking for  
volunteers willing to come in for 1-3 hours and cover 
the phone each day.  There will be a sign up sheet/

schedule created.  See Valerie for more details.   

UCC ASSOCIATION MEETING 
 The afternoon of May 5, UCN will be playing host 
to the Spring Meeting of the Northeast Association of 
the Vermont Conference UCC. Pastors and laity will 
be gathering form across the region for worship, 
fellowship, and the business of churches helping one-
another. The worship service will be led and 
organized by Mary Hoadley who is in the process of 

studying to become a pastor in the UCC. 

 

COOKIE FARE— 
 It’s months away but prep for it is just around the 
corner.  The 2018 Cookie Fare was a great success 
thanks to the many many volunteers who baked 50 
dozen cookies each.  To those brave, adventuress, 
and hardcore bakers: Are you willing and able to 
take on the task again?  Some found the task a bit 
overwhelming and have chosen not to do it again.  
Faith Olsen (334-2506) is asking all those who are 
willing to repeat and to those who are willing to 
volunteer for the first time to please give her a call.  

A lot of planning goes into this.  Lining up will bakers 

is step one.   

COMMUNITY MEALS 
 During the preparation of this months Corned 
Beef and Cabbage meal there was discussion and 
recruitment for up coming meals.  Below is the 
forecasted schedule.  Please note that there are 
several months without a designated ‘head chef’.  If 
you’ve volunteered in the past and willing to do it 
again please contact Faith Olsen (334-2506) .  If you 
have not done it before but are willing to take on the 
challenge or work with an experienced ‘head chef’ to 
learn the ropes, again, contact Faith Olsen.  You are 
never doing this along.  There is a great team of 
experienced kitchen staff willing and able to peel, 

chop, mix, stir, and wash whatever is needed.   

 APR LYSTERS POTROAST 

 MAY ??? 

 JUN J COPP SCALLOPED POTATOES W/ HAM 

 JUL EVERYONE SALAD BAR 

 AUG SPATES BBQ CHICKEN 

 SEP P STRYKER SPAGHETTI W/MEATBALLS 

 OCT ???  

 NOV V RITTERSHAUSEN CHUCK ROAST 

 DEC J MERRIAM TURKEY 

 

EPISCOPAL CANDIDATE SEARCH 
 On April 30 St Mark's Episcopal church will be 
hosting one of four 'community walkabouts' as part of 
their process to replace the retiring Bishop Tom Ely. 
Because of the limited space at St. Marks UCN will 
host many of the meetings and events during the day 
of discernment. Pastor James has also been invited 
to participate as an Ecumenical partner. Prayers and 
support are appreciated as our friends in the Vermont 
Diocese enter into this exciting time of discernment 

and transition into new leadership for their ongoing 

work in Newport and across the state. 

 

HORTON CENTER @ 
THE LAKE – MIDDLER  

(ROCK POINT, BURLINGTON, VT) 
Spend six days at Rock Point, Horton Center Style, 

along the shores of Lake Champlain 

Deans: Ed Sunday-Winters & Susan McKnight   

  (Vermont Conference UCC) 

When:  July 28th to August 2nd, Sun to Fri - 6 Days 

Who Can Go:  Campers Entering Grades 5-8 

Event Fee:  $470.00 - $640.00  

 Join our community of friends at Rock Point as 
we explore the shores of Lake Champlain in VT! 
God’s beauty is all around us as we swim, paddle 
board, hike, have campfires and s’mores, sing, 
worship, play, participate in community service and 
enjoy the amazing sunsets! NOTE: Campers arrive 
and depart directly from Rock Point Camp, Episcopal 

Conference Center, in Burlington, VT. 

COOKING WITH A.J.  
 You might have noticed the posters or notes on 



 

24 WL—JM 25 26 27 28 29 30 

ORGANIST—DB 

WORSHIP AT 10AM 

 

Cooking w/AJ 11-3 PM 

 

 

Northsong 7 PM 

St Mark’s Souper Lunch 

NOON 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE MTG 

1:30 PM 

ChrisEd & Spiritual Leadership Pot 

Luck 6PM 
   

31 WL– JM 1  APRIL 2 3 4 5 6 

ORGANIST—DB 

WORSHIP AT 10AM 

 

Newport PALS 10 AM 

Cooking w/AJ 11-3 PM  
   (in FH this day only) 

 

Northsong 7 PM 

 B & G Mtg  6 PM 

FIN COMMITTEE 6 PM 

Food Truck 

 

 

ECC Fundraiser  @ 

Warehouse (Tasting Ctr) 
 

7 WL– JCR  8 9 10 11 12 13 

 

COFFEE HOUR W/ REV JILL COLLEY 

ROBINSON 

PASTOR STAFF MTG 11:30 

Food Shelf 

Cooking w/AJ 11-3 PM 

 

Northsong 7 PM 

Food Shelf Food Shelf 

 

Exec Board Mtg 7PM 

   

14 WL—JM 15 16 17 18 19 20 

PALM SUNDAY Cooking w/AJ 11-3 PM 

 

Northsong 7 PM 

HOLY TUESDAY HOLY WEDNESDAY  

   CELTIC SERVICE @ St Mark’s 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 

Community Meal—noon 

GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY 

21 WL—JM 22 23 24 25 26 27 

EASTER SUNDAY Cooking w/AJ 11-3 PM 

 

Northsong 7 PM 
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Valerie starts vacation—returns May 13th 
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the calendar that say: “Cooking with A.J.”   This is 
an awesome six-week culinary learning 
experience. It is a collaborative effort by NEKLS’s 
Newport Learning Center, the Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation of the VT Department of 
Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living, and 
NEKCA’s Parent Child Center. Our course is 
generously hosted by the United Church of 
Newport where Chef A. J. Nommik and his 

understudies are chef’n it up in style. 

  The goal of this first segment of two is to 
introduce participants to budget home cooking. 
While trying out easy but yummy recipes, students 
are also getting certified as ServSafe food 
handlers. A second segment is planned for later in 
the year to give interested students a flavor of what 

it’s like to work in a professional kitchen. 

  Each week, participants peruse fliers from a 
local grocery store, see what’s on sale, and decide 

on a menu for the following week. Under Chef 
A.J.’s tutelage, students learn to use knives 
safely, to follow recipes, and to appropriately 
handle food to prevent contamination. The 
industry recognized ServSafe certificate for food 
handlers is awarded to all students who pass the 
respective exam at the end of the course. The 
current group includes four VocRehab consumers 
and two High School Completion students. A third 
cohort will start their cooking adventures on April 

1st. 

 

TIDBIT FROM THE OFFICE: 
 For those of you who travel a lot, here are a 
few   ways keep up to date w/ weekly happenings 

at UCN: 

1) check the website calendar   

2) request the Sunday bulleting be mailed to 
you when you know you will be out of town.  
We currently mail out 6 bulletins each week to 

some of our snowbirds and shut-ins.   

3) if you are computer savvy—request an 
electronic pdf copy of the bulletin.  We have 

just started this for other members.   

 

 

Please note: 
April 28th will be a Communion 
Sunday, Mary Hoadley will be 

leading worship on Sunday May 
5th without Communion. 

 

 Cooking 
with AJ 

 

CELTIC Worship Service 

Wednesday, April 17
th

 @ 7 pm 

Second Street, Newport 

 

A Joint Ministry of  

The United Church of Newport  

& St. Mark's Episcopal Church  

Church Secretary 

The United Church of Newport is a vibrant, active church 
serving the Newport community.  We are looking for a 
church secretary to work up to 25 hours a week.  Computer 
skills and customer service via telephone and in person are 
a must along with basic QuickBooks.  If you are the type of 
person who is able to work alone as well as working with 
people, this is the job for you.   A full job description is 
available upon request. Contact us at 334-6033 or  

pastorjames@unitedchurchnewport.org. 

Envelopes for EASTER Flowers  

will be in the Sunday 
bulletins for the next 3 
Sundays.  If you are not 
here to receive an 
envelope you may still 
send in money with a 
memorial or honor 
request.  The request will 
need to be into the office 
by Monday April 15

th
. 



 

Do you want to “FAST” 

this LENT?  

In the words of Pope Francis: 

 

 FAST from hurting words 

and saying kind words 

 FAST from sadness and be 

filled with gratitude. 

 FAST from anger and be 

filled with patience. 

 FAST from pessimism and be 

filled with hope. 

 FAST from worries and have 

trust in God. 

 Fast from complaints and 

contemplate simplicity. 

 FAST fro pressures and be 

prayerful. 

 Fast from bitterness an fill 

your hears with joy.  

 Fast from selfishness and be 

compassionate to others. 

 Fast from grudges and be 

reconciled. 

 Fast from words and be 

silent so you can listen.  

STANDING IN NEED OF PRAYER 

 

FOR HEALTH: 

Susan Jewitt 

Mark Shelton & wife Lisa 

Maurice Macie 

Kevin Shee (leukemia) 

Cal King (Valerie’s mom) 
 ECC staff members especially 
Brittany who  has injured her back and Jenn with several health 
issues.  

FOR THOSE WHO MOURN: 

The Carr Family after the loss of Mary this past week. 
 

THE WIDER COMMUNITY/NATION/WORLD: 

—Those who were exposed to the ‘burn pits’ 

—New Zealand after the Mosque attack 

—Early Care and Learning Center @ UCN 

United Church of Newport 

Income vs budget 2019 
 

 Jan-Feb Jan-Feb Annual 

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Budget 

Collections & Benevolence $15,054 $17,000 $105,000 
Interest & Dividends $5,000 $5,000 $25,000 

Fundraisers $0 $0 $6,000 

Friendship Circle $0 $0 $5,000 

ECC Fiduciary Fee $0 $2,500 $15,000 

ECC Rent & Utility $1, 032 $0 $0 

Rents & Fees $575 $0 $0 

 
Totals $21,661 $24,500 $156,000 

  
Average Sunday Collection  $1,881.75 

Visit with our local Police and 
Lesson on gun safety. 

Fun with paint! 



 

U
n

ite
d

 C
h

u
rc

h
 o

f N
e

w
p

o
rt 

6
3

 T
h

ird
 S

tre
e

t 

N
e

w
p

o
rt, V

T
  0

5
8

5
5

 

R
E

T
U

R
N

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

N
o

n
 P

ro
fit O

rg
 

U
S

 P
o
s
ta

g
e
 P

a
id

 

P
e
rm

it n
o
. 9

 

N
e

w
p

o
rt, V

T
 

0
5

8
5

5
 

HOLY WEEK Schedule 
 

Palm Sunday Apr 14 10:00 AM 

   Pretzels at Coffee Hour 

Holy Tuesday Apr 16 7:00 PM 

 

Celtic Holy Wednesday Apr 17 7:00 PM 

  @ST MARK’S  

 

Maundy Thursday Apr 18 7:00 PM 

 

Good Friday Apr 19 7:00 PM 

 

Holy Saturday Apr 20 7:00 PM 

  @ST MARK’S  
 

EASTER Morning 

    SUNRISE SERVICE Apr 2 6:00 AM 

        @ RITTERSHAUSEN’S 

    SUNRISE SERVICE   7:00 AM 

        @ GATEWAY CENTER (BOATHOUSE DOWNTOWN) 

    EASTER BREAKFAST   8-9:30 AM 

        @ UCN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

    TRADITIONAL EASTER SERVICE 10:00 AM  

Thou art greatly beloved.  
~Daniel 9:23 


