
 

 

Autumn 

ministry of the church. There are 
always a few growing pains but 
we've all been learning to 
collaborate and share our beautiful 
building the better to serve one 
another and the needs of the 

community at-large.  

 

OUTREACH AND JOY 
 Sunday, October 14th was an 
eventful day for UCN. While the 
building hosted a wonderful 
concert by the Northern Third 
Piano and String group the UCN 
bell choir was at the Westfield 
Congregational Church for the 
celebration of their 200th 
anniversary. Community members 
also participated in the Bowl for 
Kids Sake fundraiser for Big 
Brother/Big Sister in Lowell. All this 
in one beautiful autumn day along 
with our spirited worship makes for 
wonderful community in God's 

Kingdom!   

 

My apologies for the 
confusion in the 
bulletin Sunday, Oct 
21st.  I was also 
confused.  I knew of 

the cooking classes so when the 
first poster showed up assumed it 
was for our classes, not reading 
closely.  After the bulletins were 
printed I found out that they were 
for a different cooking class as a 
different location.  The classes 

hosted by UCN are: Cooking with 
AJ, on Wednesdays.  No worries 
to the Community Meal kitchen 
staff.  The class will be held at a 

different kitchen that week.   

 Some of you will/have notice a 
large black covered object in the 
FH or one of the SS classrooms.  
That is our new ESPN certified 
ping-pong table purchased by the 
‘Youth Fund’.  Yes the youth were 
the first to play.  However that 
does not mean it is limited to their 
use.  James, Valerie, and the 
youth invite any & everyone 
wanting to play to give the office a 
call and set up a time to come and 
enjoy the new table.  I will set you 
up with a time when the FH is not 
being used for Food Shelf or other 
events.  If you don’t have someone 
to play with it is easy to set up for 
one just as easy as two.  Who 
knows you might even be able to 

talk me into playing with you.    

 Has anyone noticed our 
Thanksgiving Bulletin Board?  
Please feel free to add a leaf or 
more with your own to tell us what 
you are thankful for.  This will be 
ongoing through the month of 
November.  You are welcome to 
bring in pictures of something or 
someone you are thankful for as 

well.   

VISITATION TEAM— 
   Yes! We have a team of 
visitors and we look 

forward to visiting with you!  We 
are: Kathy Aiken, Kathleen 
Ahearn, Nancy Newton, Patty 
Stryker and Janet Wiseman.  We 
also claim Dan Marquette as he 
visits with everybody, either on his 
daily walks around town or in his 
shop; and Ruthie Richard as she 
sends cards and notes and words 
of cheer; and many others who 
share the peace of Christ with 
those in need.  If visiting is 
something that interests you and 
you would like to be part of our 

team, please contact one of us. 

 If you know of someone who 
would like a visit, please call the 
church office and let Valerie know.  
We really do try to keep up with all 
of you and the exciting/not so 
exciting happenings in your life.  
However, it would be very helpful if 
you would give the church office a 
call and let us know if you are in 
the hospital, if you are going to be 
in the hospital, or if you know 
someone that is in the hospital.  If 
you have a prayer request or you 
would just enjoy a visit with one of 
our team, please let us know.  We 

want to visit with you! 

 “For where two or three have 
gathered together in My name, I 

am there in their midst.”   

(Matthew 18:20) 

United Church Herald 
October  2018 

 Happy 
 Harvest 
 time to UCN 

members and friends far and wide! 
The hills of Vermont are still decked 
with the last of the fiery hues of our 
famous foliage and the first frosts 
are nipping at what remains of our 
gardens. Inside our church and 
community are just as warm and 

colorful as ever!  

 Now more than ever UCN is 
buzzing with the activities of a 
seven day/week church and 
community center. Sunday worship 
full of color and music join the 
delicious food of the community 
meal and food shelf, the music of 
our many concerts, and the children 
playing and learning at the ECC to 
share and spread the news that all 
things are possible through 
community and with the constant 
help of Jesus Christ. We are here to 
stay, we are hopeful, and we serve 

a God both kind and powerful.  

 Thank you to everyone for 
being a part of it all. Each of you 
are wonderful and important to the 
life and ministry of our church, the 

beloved Church of Christ.  

~Blessing to you all 

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY... 
 The first Thursday in October 
found the church humming with 
activity! All at the same time 
members of our church community 

were:  

1. Unloading and repacking 

material for the food shelf, 

2. Sorting and folding clothes and 
soft goods for the fall rummage 

sale, 

3. Organizing and proofreading 
the bulletin to prepare for Sunday 

morning, 

4. Cooking delicious, locally 
sourced breakfast, lunch, and 

snack for the ECC, 

5. Caring for and teaching the 
children of the ECC with fun, fall 

activities.  

6. Folks from Dartmouth Hospital 
were doing a health survey and 
health checks in a downstairs 

classroom. 

7. Master-mason Steve Cyr has 
been working on the foundation to 

get things shorn up before winter.  

 

 Thanks to everyone who helps 
in all your many ways with the 
varied wonderful mission and 

Office Hours 
& Staffing 

Valerie normal Autumn 
office hours from Mon 9-
12, Thu and Fri. 9-2 with 
additional hours before or 
after dependent on 

scheduling requests.    

802-334-6033 office 
802-324-0659 cell 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 

 Holiday Events 

 

 Concert Schedule 

 

 2019 Stewardship 
Campaign 

 

 CALENDAR 

 

 IN NEED OF 
PRAYER 



 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
 Thank you, Jim Proctor for joining us 
on Sunday, Oct 28th to talk about being 

an open and affirming church.   

 On Sunday November 18 we will be 
joined for worship by Newport City Police 
Chief Seth DiSanto. The Chief has been 
invited to speak about the VTCares Harm-
Reduction Van which has been hosted 
monthly by the church since January and 
about the department's work to further 

public safely in the church neighborhood.  

 Though just around the corner: the 
church and police departments sometimes 
know very little about one another. This 
will be a wonderful chance to get to know 
our neighbors and understand our 

neighborhood a little better.  

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 2018 has been quite a year and even 
as we're gearing up for the holidays it's 
time to begin planning for 2019. Work is 
underway on the budget for next year and 
everyone is encouraged to begin reflecting 
on the year gone by and the year to 

come.  

 Our annual stewardship letter will be 
coming along soon and just as we are 
planning our collective efforts you will be 
asked to plan your own contributions of 
time, talents, and treasure so that we, 
together, can get an idea of our own 
capacity. It is important that our reach 
should not exceed our grasp but also, 
equally important, that we appreciate what 
is possible through God and the collective 

action of the community.  

 We will be celebrating harvest time 
and the holiday season in the coming 
weeks and months, times of plenty and 
Thanksgiving, and it is with that attitude 
that we should and will be approaching 
stewardship of the gifts we have been 

given from God's great creation. 

 

THIRD STREET NEIGHBORHOOD 
MEETINGS— (AFFECTIONALLY CALLED: 

“3RD HOOD CHAT”) 
 The monthly neighborhood meetings 
at UCN continued with an October 
screening of the film 'Resilience' which is 
about the effects of traumatic events in 
childhood on brain development and adult 
behaviors. Attendance has stayed high 
especially with local families joining for 
dinner and conversation in large numbers. 
Different community groups have provided 
donations of dinner and compensated the 
ECC for childcare and the church for 

space usage.  

 These efforts and those of the 
Newport Police, among others, have seen 
a marked improvement in the 
neighborhood. Further projects and efforts 
including, with the help of city government, 

are in the works. 

 The group will host a neighborhood 
costume party at UCN on Saturday, Oct 
27th from 3-6pm after the Newport Monster 

Bash.  

 

MISSION AND HOSPITALITY 
   A Harvest Pot Luck Dinner will be held 
for Saturday, Nov 3rd.  St Mark’s, Derby 

Line Unitarian Church and the Assembly 
of God Church. will be joining us, plus 
anyone else you would like to invite.  The 
meal is based on a turkey entre with pot 
luck dishes of a ‘harvest’ theme, (squash 
casserole, corn pudding, tomatoes, 
beans…).  Suggested desserts include 
apple and pumpkin pies, again on the 
‘harvest’ theme.  Dig out some old favorite 
recipes or get creative.  With the cooks in 
our congregations, I am sure everything 
will be delicious!  The meal will be held at 

UCN.    

 There is a sign up sheet to get a 
handle on how many to set up for.  Please 
sign up or call the office if you plan to 

attend. 

 We have started 
collecting winter 
coats to be given 
away on Saturday, 

Nov 10th from 9 am—noon. 

 Valerie has already had requests for 
help in outfitting children with winter gear.  
A specific request is for three girls ages 5, 

11, & 13.  (sizes 6, 9-10 & 10-12) 

 We are also looking for volunteers to 
help with the food (traditionally pizza) for 
the Advent Prep Party scheduled for 
Sunday Dec 2nd.  Festivities begin with 
tree decoration and singing up in 
sanctuary while Coffee Hour Clean-up 
happens.  Lunch will then be set out and 

guests invited down, for fun and crafts.   

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 Our Confirmation Girls have met 
three times this fall.  With more activities 

and lessons being planned for coming 
months.  To include hosting Coffee Hour 
on Sunday, Dec 9th.  The most recent 
class was all about PRAYER.  We 
discussed “What is PRAYER?”  What do 

we PRAY for?  How do we PRAY? ...   

   Sunday School mailings going out to 
more than 20 children each month. Thus 
far the parents and children seem to really 
appreciate the material.  We do this based 
on the scripture dating back to the days of 

Moses: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  
4Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, 
the LORD alone.  5You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your 
might.  6Keep these words that I am 
commanding you today in your heart.  
7Recite them to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and 
when you are away, when you lie down 
and when you rise.  8Bind them as a 
sign on your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead, 9and write 
them on the doorposts of your house 

and on your gates. 

 

ADVENT Prep Party  
 Sunday Dec 2nd mark you calendars 
— we will be bringing a new twist to 
things, hoping to get people excited with 
new ideas “flying through the air”.  The 
party will begin with tree decorating and 
singing.  We have even ordered some 
Christmas Carol booklets.  There will be 
crafts for all ages from creating an advent 
wreath or centerpiece, to woodworking 

project to making ornaments, and much 
more.  SAVE THE DATE and join the 

FUN! 

 

HALLOWEEN 
 For the third year running 
UCN is joining in the fun for the 
Newport downtown trick or 

treat, known as the Monster Bash, on 
Saturday October 27. We will have a 
candy giveaway table on Main St, by the 
UPS store. This has been a great 
outreach opportunity and fun for the whole 
community as the event has grown very 
large. We gave out 400 treats last year 
and expect to exceed that this time 

around. 

Thanks for coming,  
thanks for the fun 
Here's a reminder  
before you run: 

There's love around 
 that can't be beat 
With something fun  
and something sweet! 

 

Hint: an added activity to 

Advent Prep Party... 



 

 Also, on that evening the 3rd 
Street Community group will be 
hosting a costume party at UCN to 
give families a safe and warm 

activity on a cold and rainy night. 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
 NO NEWS on the sexton hire 
yet.  However we have been 
working hard at upgrading all 
aspects of the building. The garage 
has been cleaned out, new door 
bells, and brick work being 
repaired.  The parking lots was 
recoated and lines painted.  The 
front door light has been replaced.  
The internet has been upgraded 
and most of the church is now WIFI 
accessible. (The UCN Guest 
password in posted in the library.)  
The Fellowship Hall ceiling was 
recoated again recently.  The oven 
exhaust fan has been serviced and 
now operating properly.  Even the 
mailbox has had an upgrade.  We 
no longer have a door slot into a 
box where large pieces of mail 
would get jammed.  “Nice Job” and 
thank you to all those who were 
responsible for getting all this work 

done.  

 We have had Master Mason 
Steve Cyr working on the 
stonework in the church's 
foundation, he has managed a lot 
of good work and hopes to get 
more done before the weather 
becomes too cold.  Buildings and 

Grounds has been doing some 
overviews and it is apparent that 
this is just the beginning of work 
that needs to done. The gaps in 
the concrete between the parking 
lot and the side door have become 
both an issue for snow removal 

and a trip hazard. 

 The Summer Street side of the 
building is especially in need as the 
pavement intended to stop leaks 
has produced some unintended 
side effects and needs to be 
removed so the foundation can be 
repaired and then the yard and 
drainage reworked.  Kendall 
Lambert and the Memphremagog 
Watershed Association may be 
able to provide technical 
assistance and direct us to grant 
funding for some portion of this 

project.  

 Additionally the flat portions of 
the church roof have become a 
constant issue and are likely to 
require a major redo in 2019. All of 
this, along with the normal wear 
and tear, means we will likely be 
looking to make a major financial 
outlay to secure the longevity of 
our building so it can continue to 
serve as an icon of the community 
and a place of service and worship 

for generations to come. 

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  
Next Event—Hosting the dessert 
reception for the NACO  Final 

Concert, Sunday, Nov 4th 3 PM 

 The Friendship Circle Ladies 
will be looking for donations of 
finger desserts for that event.  
More details to follow in the 

Sunday bulletins. 

Next meeting is on Tuesday Nov 

27th 1:30.  Our Christmas Party 

 

Sat, Nov 17th  

 Our Annual Holidays Bazaar is 
among the most important fund-
raisers for our church.  The 
Friendship Circle appreciates any 
donations of homemade foods and 
or candy you are willing to make, 
for probably the most popular table 
of the Bazaar.  Pies, breads, 
cookies, and fudge are the 
favorites but all homemade 

goodies are gratefully accepted.   

 Other tables include 
handmade items, attic treasures, 
jewelry, and Christmas gifts.  
Donations to these tables are also 
greatly appreciated.  We will be 
setting up the Bazaar on Friday, 
Nov 16th from 9-2 PM.  Please 
have  donations to the Fellowship 
Hall during those 
hours or no later than 

Sat, Nov 17 by 9 AM. 

 Along with all the delightful 
treasures there is “The Best Lunch 
in Town.”  This year the menu 
includes corn chowder, vegetable 
beef soup; egg, chicken, ham, and 
tuna sandwiches; with delicious 

dessert squares & jello fruit salads.   

 

YET 
ANOTHER 
DATE TO 
SAVE: 
 Valerie 
Rittershausen 
has offered to host another 
Gingerbread House Making Party, 
Saturday, Dec 15th beginning at 
5PM with pot luck dinner.  Look for 
more information and a sign up 

sheet in the coming weeks.   

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 To me Christmas Eve means 

one thing: reenacting the story of 
the Nativity in the sanctuary. After 
a hiatus of a few years, the living 
Nativity is back at UCN for 2018. 
The hope is to have an 
intergenerational pageant with 
children, parents, and even 

grandparents in costume to act out 
the story while others read a 
narration.  So there is no need to 
worry about speaking parts. 
Imagine the fun of whole families 
dressed as angels, shepherds, and 
magi sharing the stage as the 
many varied voices of the 
community share in the telling of 
the wonderful beginnings of the 

good news of Jesus Christ! 

 We plan to have two 
rehearsals so everyone can get 
comfortable with the space and 
costumes.  Come to either or both.  
Along with all the other wonderful 
Advent season activities it will be a 
very festive holiday season at 

UCN!  

Rehearsal Dates:   

Sat, Dec 15th 3:30 – 5:00 

Sun, Dec 23rd 11:30-12:30 

 Thanks again to Mary Butler 

who spoke on October 14th about 
the Big Brother/ Big Sister 
program. To those of you 
wondering what comes next: the 
organization is now hiring a 
coordinator and the job positing is 
up at the church and available 

online and from the office.  

 Once this coordinator is hired 
we'll find out what role the church 
can play in this wonderful new 
program and we'll find out how 
anyone who wants to can get 

involved. 

 Breaking news: The forms are 
now available for volunteers to be 
mentors and for parents to sign up 
their child to a mentee.  Contact 
James or Valerie for more 

information. 

 

UCN Bell Choir Rings 
Again! 
 The UCN Bell Choir has been 

adding their 
music to 
services this 
fall. We 
accompanied 
the choir 

anthem October 
7th. We were blessed to ring three 
selections during the Celtic worship 
service at St. Mark’s October 17th.  
One worshiper said “the bells were 
beautiful and added much to the 
spiritual aspect of the service.”  We 
will share patriotic music during the 
November 11th service.  We will 
also ring “Newport’s Celtic Medley” 

arranged by Joy Toll-Chandler. 

 The Christmas holidays will be 
here before we know it.  The UCN 
Bell Choir has been invited to the 
Goodrich Memorial Library in 
Newport to ring for their tree 

 



 

lighting event December 8th.  We 
will be ringing a Christmas sing-a-
long.  We are also planning to 
invite other handbell musicians to 
join us for The Great Christmas 
Ring in December.  The date, time 
and place will be announced as 
soon as it is confirmed.  We will be 
the first to host this event in 

Vermont! 

 We currently have seven 
handbell musicians (aka bell 
ringers) in our bell choir to ring two 
octaves of bells. We have three 
and a half octaves of bells 
available that need another three 
or four ringers.  If you or someone 
you know would like to learn to 
ring, learn to read music, and have 
fun with our awesome ensemble, 
contact Ruth Marquette at 334-

6978.   

 Ruth will be happy to work with 
new ringers until they are 
comfortable ringing before joining 
regular bell rehearsals. The UCN 
Bell Choir musicians include Patty 
Beckwith, Marvelene Richard, 
Kelly Meunier, David Barlow, Patty 
Striker, Janet Wiseman, and Dan 
Marquette with Ruth Marquette as 

director. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
VERMONT LAND TRUST 
We did it!  Together, we raised 

the $1.2 million needed for the 

Bluffside Farm section of a 
growing seven-mile recreation trail 
in downtown Newport! Thank you 
to all who gave. Your gift is helping 
create a legacy for our community 
and for future residents of 
Newport. 
 It has been a long journey 
from 2015, when VLT purchased 
Bluffside Farm and the community 
meetings began, but it isn’t over 
yet.  The walking path in front of 
the Waterfront Plaza was 
developed and opened in spring 
this year, forming a beautiful 
crescent of lakefront recreational 
land on Lake Memphremagog’s 
south shore.  Now with funding for 
the Bluffside trail in place, we will 
begin permitting and construction 
of the connection between Prouty 
Beach and Bluffside Farm, thus 
linking downtown to the Beebe 
Spur Rail Trail. This new trail will 
include a bridge across Scott’s 
Cove. 
 Since 2015, the farm has been 
open to the public for recreation. 
Community members have 
enjoyed walking and skiing trails, 
local schools have used the land 
as an outdoor classroom, the 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corp 
has been growing vegetables there 
for North Country Hospital, and the 
annual deer hunting lottery has 
opened up the property to 
permitted hunters in season.  

Tracy Zschau,  

Conservation Director  VT Land Trust 
 

 We can all feel good about 
this. UCN had a hand in 
contributing to the funds raised.  
Thank you! 

 

 F OREVER 
 R ELY 
 O N 
 G OD 

KEEP ALL OF THE 
BELOW COMING!   

 Can Tabs for 
Shriner’s Hospital 

 General Mills Box 
tops for Education\ 

 Large grocery bags 
–paper and plastic 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tl1zwQTP0UMSyOn7oL9xTe8V_acPfbJ_X_gIpA7jJ-QjmMQYv77XIYug15__RQtaFXPQbHtO_b4rXZzAZS26Zp8Lb44NRFV2K4qCvKA_UkxZDKvwcYkokjl0ShJBsyX4n7s_dYk2gGWMAYrMRzi9FhaSaSs6_JyW&c=z0nkK1Xr1869ZeWA0LEpICyvZ9kV9E-BZHtyNzbuco2WrfmuZs7odg==&ch=y-Vre
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tl1zwQTP0UMSyOn7oL9xTe8V_acPfbJ_X_gIpA7jJ-QjmMQYv77XIYug15__RQtaFXPQbHtO_b4rXZzAZS26Zp8Lb44NRFV2K4qCvKA_UkxZDKvwcYkokjl0ShJBsyX4n7s_dYk2gGWMAYrMRzi9FhaSaSs6_JyW&c=z0nkK1Xr1869ZeWA0LEpICyvZ9kV9E-BZHtyNzbuco2WrfmuZs7odg==&ch=y-Vre
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Tl1zwQTP0UMSyOn7oL9xTe8V_acPfbJ_X_gIpA7jJ-QjmMQYv77XIYug15__RQtaFXPQbHtO_b4rXZzAZS26Zp8Lb44NRFV2K4qCvKA_UkxZDKvwcYkokjl0ShJBsyX4n7s_dYk2gGWMAYrMRzi9FhaSaSs6_JyW&c=z0nkK1Xr1869ZeWA0LEpICyvZ9kV9E-BZHtyNzbuco2WrfmuZs7odg==&ch=y-Vre


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 WL—JM & Jim Proctor 29 30 31 1 NOVEMBER 2 3 

WORSHIP AT 10AM 
 

 
 

St Marks - Souper Lunch Cooking with AJ 11-3 pm Food Truck  
 
 
 
 

 NACO practice 10-12 
 
HARVEST POT  
LUCK DINNER  
5:30 PM 
 
 

4 WL—JM 5 6 7 8 9 10 

COMMUNION  
SUNDAY 
 
PASTOR STAFF MTG  
 
NACO FINAL CONCERT 2 PM 

Food Shelf 
-Blind/Visually Impaired 
   Monthly mtg 9:30-11:30 
-ECC Open house & ribbon cut-
ting 4-6 
-Let’s Grow Kids—  Newport 
Action Team mtg 6-7:30 

Food Shelf 
 
 

Food Shelf 
 
Cooking with AJ 11-3 pm 
 
B & G mtg 6 pm 
 
 

  COAT GIVE AWAY 9-12 

11  WL—JM 12 13 14 15 16 17 

  
 
 

 
Chris Ed  Team Mtg 5:30 

Fin Committee Mtg 6pm 
Exec Bd  Mtg 7pm 
 
 

Community Meal—noon  
Pot Roast 
 
3rd St Neighborhood Mtg 5:30-800 

Bazaar Set up 9-2 HOLIDAY  BAZAAR, Bake Sale & 
Luncheon 9 AM 

18 WL—JW  19 20 21 22 23 24 

Guest Speaker, Newport Police Chief   
Cookie Decorating, FH 9-2 

Thanksgiving Worship 7pm 
@ St Marks 
 
Cooking with AJ 11-3 pm 

THANKSGIVING DAY   

25 WL—JM 26 27 28 29 30 1 DECEMBER 

HYMN SING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
V out of town today.  
 

Artistic hOurs 9-12  &  
Cookie Decorating 
 
Friendship Circle  1:30 pm 
   Christmas Party 

 
Cooking with AJ 11-3 pm 

  Boston Children’s Choir  
Concert 
3PM 

October—November—December       2018         

Office Closed 



 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Wednesday, Nov 21  7 pm 

Second Street, Newport 

 

A Joint Ministry of  

The United Church of Newport  

& St. Mark's Episcopal Church  

STANDING IN NEED OF PRAYER 

FOR HEALTH: 

- John Leshinsky (cancer) 

- Susan Jewitt  

- Peg Jordan 

- Genevieve Doerr (broken hip) 

- Jim Apgar (stage 4 Brain Cancer) 

- The Mike Heston family 

- Pastor Sam Gunn 

 

FOR THOSE WHO MOURN: 

Families of Hammond Parker, 

Francis Lantagne, & 

Charlotte Northern 

 

THE WIDER 

COMMUNITY/NATION/WORLD: 

-Victims of the earthquake & tsunami in 

Indonesia  

-All communities recovering from 

hurricanes 

-Those who were exposed to the ‘burn 

pits’ 

A new perspective on the community.  
 This view from the church roof is now much easier 
to get to.  After the installation of the wireless Mesh 
internet project our neighbors Tom and Diane have 
upgraded the two ladders in the belfry making it easier 
and safer to take in this view.  

Sat  

Nov 3
rd
 



 

 You always hear the usual stories of pennies on the sidewalk being good luck, gifts from angels, 
etc. Here’s a twist on the story: 
 Several years ago, a friend of mine and her husband were invited to spend the weekend at the 
husband’s employer’s home.  My friend, Arlene, was nervous about the weekend.  The boss was 
very wealthy, with a fine home on the waterway, and cars costing more than her house. 
 The first day and evening went well, and Arlene was delighted to have this rare glimpse into how 
the very wealthy live.  The husband’s employer was quite generous as a host, and took them to the 
finest restaurants.  Arlene knew she would never have the opportunity to indulge in this kind of ex-
travagance again, so was enjoying herself immensely. 
 As the three of them were about to enter an exclusive restaurant that evening, the boss was 
walking slightly ahead of Arlene and her husband.  He stopped suddenly, looking down on the pave-
ment for a long, silent moment. Arlene wondered if she was supposed to pass him.  There was noth-
ing on the ground except a single darkened penny that someone had dropped, and a few cigarette 
butts.  Still silent, the man reached down and picked up the penny.  He held it up and smiled, then 
put it in his pocket as if he had found a great treasure.  How absurd!  What need did this man have 
for a single penny?  Why would he even take the time to stop and pick it up? 
 Throughout dinner, the entire scene nagged at her.  Finally, she could stand it no longer.  She 
casually mentioned that her daughter once had a coin collection, and asked if the penny he had 
found had been of some value.  A smile crept across the man’s face as he reached into his pocket 
for the penny and held it out for her to see.  She had seen many pennies before!  What was the point 
of this?  ‘Look at it,’ he said.  ‘Read what it says.’  She read the words ‘  United States of America .’  
‘No, not that; read further.’  ‘One cent?’  ‘No, keep reading.’  ‘In God we Trust?’ ‘Yes!’ ‘And… ?’ 
 He explained, ‘And if I trust in God, the name of God is holy, even on a coin.  Whenever I find a 
coin I see that inscription.  It is written on every single United States coin, but we never seem to no-
tice it!  God drops a message right in front of me telling me to trust Him.  Who am I to pass it by?  
When I see a coin, I pray, I stop to see if my trust IS in God at that moment.  I pick the coin up as my 
response to God; that I do trust in Him.  For a short time, at least, I cherish it as if it were gold.  I 
think it is God’s way of starting a conversation with me.  Lucky for me, God is patient and pennies 
are plentiful! ‘ 
 When I was out shopping today, I found a penny on the sidewalk.  I stopped and picked it up, 
and realized that I had been worrying and fretting in my mind about things I cannot change.  I read 
the words, ‘In God We Trust,’ and had to laugh. Yes, God, I get the message. 
 It seems that I have been finding an inordinate number of pennies in the last few months, but 
then, pennies are plentiful!  And, God is patient. 

– Author Unknown 

This is a story I read many years ago.  Recently I picked up a penny and was 
reminded of the story and why I do stop and pick up each penny or coin I see, 

remembering to thank God as I do.  I pass this on to you: 

MONDAY    NOVEMBER  5TH, 2018 

4:00  -  6:00 PM 

Mr and Mrs Eric (Anna) Polttila  
of Plattsburg, NY 

Married October 24, 2018 
Childhood friends reunited. 
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Concert Schedule 
 

NACO Final Concert Nov 4 3 PM 

            w/ reception 

Boston Children’s Chorus Dec 1 3 PM 

 

NORTHSONG—FALL CONCERT Dec 9 4PM 

 

VSO—BRASS CONCERT Dec 21 7PM 

 

EVENT Schedule 
 

Harvest Dinner Nov 3 5:30 PM 

 

Advent Prep Party Dec 2 12-2 PM 

 

Cookie Fare Dec 8 9-2 PM 

 

Gingerbread House Making Dec 15 5 PM 

 

Live Nativity Dec 24 7 PM 

 

Blood Drive Dec 27 10-6 PM 

John Wesley says: don't forget to 
VOTE, Tuesday November 6!  But whatever the 
result we have to live and work together. It's a 

Christian duty and a patriotic duty. 


