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DEAR COMMUNITY,

Dear Beloved Brothers and
Sisters in Christ,

The lovely green mountains of our
beloved North Country are again
tinged with the first red and gold of
autumn's glory and the corn is tall
and full in every field. The LORD is
continuing to bless us in ways both
familiar and unexpected.

your deeds of kindness and support
for friends and neighbors across the
community. We are God's hands
especially in times like these, and
our scriptures and community focus
prepares us for the difficult times
when must be as those hands in
dedicated service.
Ours is a special ministry and
despite the difficulties of our times I
am honored to have the opportunity
to serve in ministry among you.

Unfortunately the danger posed by
the COVID-19 Pandemic has not
May God continue to bless us ALL.
decreased despite the falloff in the
-James
willingness of some to take
appropriate precautions. The recent
outbreak of cases in our immediate
area make it expressly clear that
now is not the time to return to inperson worship but that the
opportunities for outreach and
celebration that we have found
through remote worship can both
continue and be built upon.
Please continue in your truly
inspiring support for this ministry in
all of its form, in your faithful
contribution of your pledges of
support, in your words and acts of
encouragement, and especially in

VT Church Response
to COVID-19~~

Laura Kisthardt– The Vermont Conference
Summer Intern did a study of VT churches
and their response to the pandemic. Here is
her summary of what she found.

How is pastoral care provided while social
distancing?
• Most ministers shared that at the beginning
of the pandemic, from March to May, they
spent more time than usual on pastoral care.
• Phone calls became a primary way to
conduct pastoral care and some clergy
conducted porch visits.
• Other creative forms of pastoral care were
card ministries, meeting congregants for
walks outside, and dropping off small gifts.

Over four weeks in July 2020, I interviewed
23 individuals representing congregations
across the state of Vermont. My research
focused primarily on the congregations in the
Are clergy at risk of burnout?
Northeast Association of the Vermont
Conference UCC.
• Clergy recognized a steep learning curve at
the beginning of the pandemic that could
How is Sunday worship conducted?
have led to burnout. By July, many clergy had
• Email, Zoom, and pre-recorded video are
“shift[ed] from crisis phase to maintenance
the three primary ways Sunday worship is
phase” in their ministry.
being conducted.
• Taking time off for vacation remains an
• Technological concerns were prevalent, yet important way for clergy to avoid burning out.
the transition to digital ministry allowed for
Regular self-care practices are incredibly
incredible creativity.
valuable when traveling is not possible.
• Three congregations had resumed in• One minister identified “compassion
person worship in their sanctuary, as of July fatigue,” similar to burnout, as a problem he
2020.
faced.
Were changes made to Stewardship due to
the pandemic?

How are local feeding ministries impacted?

• Most churches who provided community
• Most congregations were staying on budget meals have put them on hold due to the new
for the year.
health and safety protocols required.
• Special offerings and denominational giving, • Church leadership are preparing for a
like the UCC Five for Five, had not been
greater need in the future. Direct assistance
regularly collected during the pandemic.
from the federal government kept local food
• Some major fundraising events were being shelves from being overwhelmed from March
adapted to online fundraisers or outdoor
to July.
• Some congregations created partnerships
social distanced activities.

with local community organizations and the budget was approved, COVID-19
farmers in order to provide additional
was a rumor in the Far East. With the
monthly expenses assumed, the total
food distributions.
expenses for the year are projected at
$147,534.91. The approved budget
was $146,383.00. God is with us. It is a
shame it took a world-wide pandemic
to make it happen.

Executive
Committee~~

The Finance Committee, Pastor Staff
Committee and Executive Committee
all came together for a 2nd Quarter
Meeting to discuss a list of matters.
In attendance: Kathy and Alan Aiken,
Lorraine Whipple, Charlie & Susan
Kremer, Keith Richards, Janet
Wiseman, James Merriam, Vern Herd,
Valarie Rittershausen, Wendy Franklin,
Dan Marquette, David Barlow, Kathy
Beals, Ellie Primeau
First with Finance; With Keith's
assumptions, the UCN bank balance at
the end of the year will be $4,785.08.
This number is rather uncertain. When

Val Whipple to the Pastor Staff
Many people would not feel safe to
Committee to fill the remaining term of
come back at this point and a
Andrew Beals.
significant proportion of people would Motion by Valarie Rittershausen to
stay home. However, it was suggested appoint Val Whipple to the Pastor Staff
that for anyone who did feel safe to
Committee to fill the remaining term of
attend a worship service could attend Andrew Beals, Seconded – Janet
the Thursday video process with strict Wiseman – Motion passed
guidelines for seating, wearing masks
Pastor Staff Reported- provided by
Finance and Executive committees met
etc. and for those who are the most
Kathy Aiken:
to prepare the Stewardship letter. It
vulnerable and did not feel comfortable
The pastor/staff met, in attendance:
was mailed in August with pledges due
attending, they would still have the
Kathy Aiken, Wendy Franklin, Doug
in September.
option of watching NEK TV and
Spates, James Merriam, Alan Aiken,
Meeting adjourned 8:03 pm
YouTube videos in the safety of their
Lorraine Whipple
own homes. Many churches are still
Submitted by:
closed and St. Marks is still Zooming. It Janet Wiseman – acting secretary
James says his job responsibilities
have had a complete refocus because was suggested that some people could
volunteer to host and set up a church
of the COVID-19 pandemic. There is
dinner to be held downstairs with a
little personal interaction and much
Friendship Circle  ~~
less community outreach. Community small number (6 to 10) of people to
socially distance and be together; once The Friendship Circle is functioning as
meals and other services have been
or twice a month depending upon the well as we can during this difficult time.
postponed with these changes
At our recent meeting, we voted to
basically happening overnight. James interest expressed. James said he
would attend and participate. He says continue with our normal expenditures
has completed and submitted his
the church is not closed... "it's ready". for the church budget, upkeep of the
ordination paper. He has been
kitchen, financial support for music and
informed that he could be ordained
Discussion followed – James average internet, various gifts at Christmas, etc.
before the end of the year.
of 45 hours per week revolves primarily Because we felt it necessary to
James wants to give many thanks to
around the technical aspects of
postpone most of our fund-raisers, we
both David Barlow and Vivian Spates
preparing, recording and uploading the decided to try to continue with one of
for working out the music schedule.
services to YouTube and
them. You will hear of
The community is suffering greatly not
NEK TV. The involvement of others in
something
being able to get together to share in
the congregation includes assistance in
completely
our worship services, seeing others,
the service but the technical
different for the
singing and talking with others.
requirements of pulling it all together
Cookie Fare. This
When are we going to be able to start
require James time and commitment.
year it will be
church services again? The thinking is
that it is imprudent to start too early.
Kathy Aiken requested a motion to add called “The Virtual Cookie

Fare.” You will receive a post card
explaining how this will work, so watch
for your mail! In the meantime, please
stay safe and well!! –Peg J.

Buildings & Grounds~~
The buildings & grounds has ALOT of
news to share…
to start..

Our NEW roof is completed- we pray
for NO more leaks! An Irasburg
company was selected, so we “stayed
local”.
The cost of $40,000.00, was paid for
with a combination of:
-A generous donation from
the Friendship Circle:
$10,000.00
-A generous, anonymous
donor:
$10,000.00
-Bill and Laurie Graham’s
inheritance:
$5,000.00
-The Magoon park
trust fund:
$5,000.00
-Buildings & Grounds, etc,
money set aside:
$8,000.00
-Earlier donations
earmarked “roof”:
$2,000.00
$40,000.00

2

So, it is paid
for. Between
the lovely
new East
Peak and the
new roof, we are not only looking pretty
sharp, but
also our
building is in
much better
condition.
Many thanks for your many ways of
support!

Efficiency Vermont has awarded us a
$7,000.00 grant to finish the 2nd half of
our “Buy-a-Bulb” project You so
generously provided for the first half
and, that has already made such a
difference. Not only is our church
brighter, but also we are estimated to
save over $900.00 per year in electric
bills. The estimated pay back period is
just under 4 years. BRAVO!!
The Fence is still for sale.

Charlie Kremer, in charge of its sale,
has several “interested people”. If you
Newly re-finished upstairs hallways: all know of anybody, please call them!
been stripped, and re-sealed and look
nice & clean. Thanks to Kathy Aiken for Spiritual Leadership/
that suggestion!

Christian Education~~

Magoon Park has been reWomen’s Retreat
certified into the Current Use
Program, by the State. This is
mandated every 10 years.
The forester also provides a
current report of our types of trees,
amount of acreage of each, and
condition of it all, including the open
land, which is hayed. The main
On Friday September 11th eleven
purpose of this is we save about
$2,000.00 each year in property taxes. women (3 – St Mark’s & 8 – UCN)

journeyed to the Blue Gentian Lodge
(pronounced Jen-Shin) in Londonderry,
VT. Great respect was given to covid
protocol.
The ladies enjoyed
two days and nights
of deep and lively
discussion on many
things with the
focus on learning
and experiencing
“Everyday Spirituality”. We were
blessed with the participation and
thoughts of two young ladies helping
the rest of us to understand the
younger generations outlook on the
world today. The weekend was filled
with good food, long walks, games,
dips in the pool and/or hot tub along
with lots of laughter and fellowship.
Lorraine led the ladies in creating a
memento of
the weekend.
The weekend
went so well
a date was
set for the
2nd Annual Women’s Retreat. Mark
your calendar for Sept 24-26, 2021. If
you would like to know more about
the weekend contact any of the ladies
who attended: Kathleen Ahearn,
Kathy Aiken, Kathy and Meredith
Beals, Judy Hurd, Valerie
Rittershausen, Lorraine Whipple, and
Janet Wiseman.

Lord Jesus, Thank you for giving me
such a vibrant community of friends to
do life with. I praise you for the people
you have blessed me with, the ones
who have come alongside me to love,
encourage, support, and uplift me
through all the twists and turns of life.
I&#39;m so grateful that I do not have
to go through life alone, but that you
have shown me examples of your love
through my dear friends.

Finance Report 2020~~

compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience. May I be
patient with my friends, and may I
forgive freely like you have forgiven
me. May I shine your light in my
friendships, giving glory to you through
all that I do, say, and think. Thank you
for my friends, Jesus. Thank you for
the ways they build me up and remind
me of your goodness and faithfulness.
In your name I pray, Amen.

DecemberJanuaryFebruaryMarchAprilMayJuneJulyAugustTOTAL:

1. In August, Sunday
Giving was $4,401.50.
Total expenses in were
$10,028.55. The ledger
balance at the end of August was
$47,337.41. This is an August deficit of
($5,627.05).

2. Pass-Through accounts totaled
$44,026.91 at the end of the month.
This includes $33,000.00 for the roof.
I pray that you would be present in my
We anticipate paying about $38,000.00
friendships, that you would be drawing
for the roof repairs. The fence has not
us together in deeper community with
yet been sold, and this would make up
one another toward greater unity with
most of the difference.
you. I pray that you would help heal
any places of brokenness or discord in 3. I note that giving has been declining
my friendships, and that you would
during the course of the calendar year.
restore any friendships that have fallen I remind you that the budget projection
apart.
was for giving of $120,000.00 for 2020.
Here are the actual month-by-month
Like your Word says in Colossians
numbers:
3:12-13, may I clothe myself in
$5,000.00
$17,213.25
$6,814.00
$8,802.02
$10,850.50
$8,139.00
$6,873.50
$9,215.50
$4,401.50
$77,309.27

Since August is the eighth month of the
year, the budget is for $80,000.00. The
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general trend is going downward. Until
August, giving was ahead of the
budget number.
Keith Richards
Chairman - Finance Committee
Vermont Everyone Eats is funded by
the federal Coronavirus Relief Fund
Everyone Eats~~
and made possible through a grant
Every Friday from 11am to 1pm, UCN provided by the Vermont Agency of
Commerce, Green Mountain Farm to
is providing free meals to community
members in need. All are welcome and School, and area restaurants
you can pick up for others in your
family or your neighbors- no questions
asked. Meals are distributed through
St. Mark’s Vigil for
the same parking lot side window that
food bags are now given from.
Racial Justice &

The first day was so successful that we Reconciliation~~
are increasing the number of meals
You are invited to participate in a
available for all future Fridays. This is
St. Mark's vigil for racial
all possible because of the Vermont
justice and reconciliation,
‘Everyone Eats’ Program, which has 3
to express our love and
goals:
support for our black
siblings in the Northeast

To provide nutritious meals to
Kingdom and throughout Vermont and
Vermonters in need of food
this troubled nation.
assistance at this difficult time




To provide a source of income for Every Saturday, so long as the weather
permits, we will gather in front of the
restaurants who have been so
negatively impacted by COVID-19, church (@ St. Marks Episcopal Church
located at 44 Second St. Newport) at 1
To provide Vermont farmers and
PM for a 30-minute silent vigil.
food producers an opportunity to

Gather quietly / prayerfully at 1 PM
increase sales - 10% of the
in front of and around St. Mark's—
ingredients are purchased from
possibly extending down to the
Vermont producers
Episcopal Church sign on the
corner of Main Street

• Maintain a prayerful silence
throughout
• Carry a sign that expresses a
positive message such as "Black
Lives Matter," or other
• Wear a mask
• Social distance with 6 feet
between family groups
• Anticipate that the parish house
will NOT be open for restroom or
other needs; it's probably good to
bring some water for yourself
• Disband quietly after 30 minutes,
at the sound of the timer.

Food Shelf~~

We have been able to continue to
help serve the community food,
Monday– Friday. We want to thank
those who have donated their
time, veggies, other foods, and
generous money donations to
the food shelf. We will continue to run
the food shelf on the first Tuesday &
Wednesday of the month after the food
truck delivery on the first Thursday of
the month. If you or anyone you know if
in need of food, either stop by the
church building or call the office! HUGE
thanks to Merle and Bettie for their
continued dedication to our
congregation. The food shelf would not
run quite as smoothly if it wasn’t for
them! Make sure to show them your
appreciation!

THE LIFELINE SCREENING
EVENT THAT WAS TO BE
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 19TH
@ THE UNITED CHURCH,
HAS BEEN CANCELLED.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,

More of
our new
roof!!

PLEASE CALL

1-888-653-6441

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to Northern Precision Foam for making
our roof not only beautiful, but much safer!

The United Church of Newport
has obtained a 9ft artificial tree
for the sanctuary this
Christmas and all to come! If
you would like to make a
donation and contribute to
assisting to the cost of the
artificial tree, you may do so
and please leave a note
specifying “Tree”. Thank you
all for your continued
stewardship!
On the right: New roof, looking west.
Below: New roof, looking south.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
SEP 21

PASTOR STAFF MEETING

MON

4PM

FRI
SAT
THUR
TUE
TUE
WED
FRI
SAT
FRI
SAT
WED

11AM-1PM
1-1:30PM

UP COMING EVENTS:
SEP 25
SEP 26
OCT 1
OCT 6
OCT 6
OCT 7
OCT 9
OCT 10
OCT 15
OCT 16
OCT 21

EVERYONE EATS (FREE MEAL @ UCN)
ST. MARKS VIGIL FOR RACIAL JUSTICE & RECONCILLIATION
FOOD TRUCK DELIVERY
FOOD SHELF
VALERIE’S QUILTING GROUP
FOOD SHELF
EVERYONE EATS (FREE MEAL @ UCN)
ST. MARKS VIGIL FOR RACIAL JUSTICE & RECONCILLIATION
EVERYONE EATS (FREE MEAL @ UCN)
ST. MARKS VIGIL FOR RACIAL JUSTICE & RECONCILLIATION
BLOOD DRIVE

11AM-1PM
6PM-9PM
11AM-1PM
11AM-1PM
1-1:30PM
11AM-1PM
1-1:30PM
10AM-3PM

STANDING IN NEED OF PRAYER:
FOR HEALTH:
-Susan Jewett
-Kathy Miller
-Edith McNeal
-Karen Jordan (Peg’s
-John Ward Sr.
Daughter in-law)
-Robin Comstock
-Harriet Hall
-Brenda Hayden
-Alicia Knoll
-Nicole Atkins
-Those struggling with issues of heart health

CELEBRATIONS & NEW OPPORUNITIES:
-For Rachel Lafont, who is moving to Craftsbury
If anyone would like to send Rachel a card, her new
address is :
Craftsbury Community Care CTR
1784 East Craftsbury Rd
Room #19
Craftsbury, VT 05826

WIDER COMMUNITY/ NATION/ WORLD:
-Vermont Prison System
-Those facing eviction due to the pandemic
-Those in the path of fires and hurricanes

STEWARDSHIP LETTERS HAVE BEEN SENT OUT!
If you didn’t get one and would like to make
a 2021 pledge, please let the office know
Pastor Office Hours: Call for appointment or to speak with Pastor James
Office Hours: MON –FRI: 10AM-2PM
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